LIGHT 


Vol. 245. 97th Year. 


NAPPROACHE® FOR) &FFICI- 
NCY, ACCESSEBILITY® AND 
OW MAINTENANC COST. 


COKE CUTTING MACHINE .WITH 
RECIPROCATING SCREEN 


COKE CUTTING MACHINE 
SCREENING AND BAGGING UNIT 


SUOBURY, SUFFOLK, § TONS 
PER HOUR 


JOU 


HEAT -. POWER - 
LONDON, FEBRUARY 21, 1945. 


Registered as a Newspaper. 


SCREENING CONVEYOR. 3 TO 75 TONS PER HOUR 


PECIALISTS in the design and supply of 
Handling Plant for Coke, in particular. 
Having served the Gas and Coke Oven Indus- 
tries for over Thirty Years in this connection 
we are definitely in a position to submit 
proposals in advance of competition to meet 
the needs of any “‘ make.”’ 


Nos. 1821 SERIES. COKE. CUTTING MACHINES 


The above illustrates our latest development of The Coke 
Cutting (or Sizing) Machine—the “Heart” of all 
: Coke Fuel Preparation Plant. 


BY-PRODUCTS 


No. 4266. Price 1/- 





PORTABLE COKE CUTTING ANC 
SCREENING UNIT 


PORTABLE ELEVATING CUTTING 
AND SCREENING UNIT 


SOUTHGATE 
1,000 TONS BUNKER CAPACITY 
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MINIMUM «Sls <2 MAXIMUM 


keeps old gasholders gas tight / 


The great need for economy in fuel focuses attention 
upon the need for adequate maintenance of gasholders 
to prevent loss of gas. Riveted gasholders tend to 
leak around loose rivets and through lap joints. Regular 


inspection will detect these faults—Oxley Metal Surgery [ATR Taa:00 con CO. LTD. 
can make old gasholders gas-tight and, what is equally 


important, the work in many cases can be executed HUNSLET. LEEDS 10 


with the gasholder in commission. Tel.: 27468 (3 lines). "Grams: ‘ Oxbros, Leeds.” 


THERMO- 
ELECTRIC 


PYROMETERS 


embody all latest advances 
in Pyrometer construction. 
The following are a few 
l of many Ether develop- 


SERIAL WO G10 


ments : 


®@ Patent spring-mounted con- 


ETHER EDGEWISE INDICATORS ee ee ee 


sistance, 
For use where an accurate continuous indication of temperature is required up 
to 1600° C. 


. a @ Automatic cold junction com- 
perating on the Thermo-Electric principle, they are accurate, reliable, and wi ; Ba 
stand up to hardening shop conditions. Send for List No. 136. pensation, to correct for varia 


tions of air temperature. 
ETH ER LTD. : TYBURN ROAD @ Electrical and mechanical inter- 
ERDINGTON -: BIRMINGHAM ° 24 


changeability of Indicators and 
Telephone EAST 0276-7 couples of the same type. 
HOLDENS 
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STRACHAN & HENSHAW | 


ANNOUNCE 


A NEW & VERY ECONOMICAL 
WAY OF UNLOADING 
RAILWAY WAGONS 


THE RIGHT-ANGLER 


(PATENTED) 
BRINGS THE ECONOMIES OF POWER UNLOADING OF 
ONE MAN WAGONS WITHIN REACH OF THE sha ones 


MUCH CHEAPER THAN A FULL TIPPLER BUT g™ 
@ SHUNTS THE WAGONS bj 
@ OPERATES THE RIGHT-ANGLER 
@ & CLEARS THE WAGONS AT THE RATE OF — 
3 WAGONS PER HOUR 
(36 TONS PER HOUR ) 
FOR FULL PARTICULARS APPLY TO THE PATENTEES AND MANUFACTURERS 


STRACHAN & HENSHAW LTD 


TELEPHONE - BRISTOL 77664 TELEGRAMS - STELHOIST, BRISTOL 
wl x haha inven: ST. PHILIPS 
ISTOL, 2 


SPECIALISTS TIN WAGON THPLER ER. 10 THE WORLD'S LARGEST 


SCOTTISH OFFICE» GEESIN & READ, 19, BLYTHSWOOD SQUARE, GLASGOW 


View of the ROYAL HOSPITAL, CHELSEA, with the Rotunda at RANELAGH GARDENS 


In the more leisurely days of the 17th and 18th centuries the Thames was a populous highway, and the numerous boats and 
barges, some with built-in cabins resembling gondolas, must have presented a gay and animated appearance. On one visit 
by King George I. to Ranelagh*House, the royal barges were accompanied by hundreds of illuminated ‘boats, while in one of the 


City barges Handel conducted his well-known ‘ Water Music with an orchestra of 50 performers, greatly to the King’s pleasure 


pode dba apy 


a 
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Es ‘4 i was 
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Frew a ) print in the esses Sion rs 


VmWwRGk GLOVERS of CHELSEA 


Makers of, Ranelagh Meters 
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HOW MUCH IS @pqp® 
Wherever Gas is produced from coal 99% of its 7] 


precious Benzole content can be extracted by a compact, space saving and labour saving 
plant, which uses our Active Carbon to produce Water White Benzole. Total extraction of 
Benzole means maximum reduction of Organic Sulphur Compounds in the Gas with total 
elimination of Naphthalene. What this 99% means in production figures and additional 


income depends upon the volume of gas treated. Given the necessary figures, our experts 


will be only too pleased to extract the answer and let you have all the details. 


SUTCLIFFE SPEAKMAN AND COMPANY LIMITED 


Works: LEIGH, LANCASHIRE. London Offite : 66 Victoria Street, S.W.1. VICtoria 7982-3 
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‘Just what I said to Johnson—a first-class paint is a first-class investment. Poor 
paint soon gives itself away, especially on exposed iron and steel work. Nothing 
at the back of it like Dixon’s Silica-Graphite Paint. There you have got 
something you can depend on—a real foundation for preventing corrosion. 
It dries with a hard leathery skin, with sufficient elasticity to withstand changes 
of temperature. That’s why I always use Dixon’s myself. You can’t beat it, 
and it is far and away the cheapest paint per year of service.” 


22 Duchy St., Stamford St., London, S.E. |. Telephone: WATerloo 4732/3. Telegrams: ‘‘ Crucigraph, Sedist, London.”’ 
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INDUSTRIAL | 


OVENS 


— REMEMBER WHO My 
j 


ELECTRIC 
OR COKE a | —_———— 


FIRED ae | —[S PMMA RAR 
ae = = HYDE 


oe VY, Ie cat a 


BIRMINGHAM, II. 


SIEAS HYDE LiMiteu, GREET WORKS, EVELYN ROAD BIRMINGHAM, Hl. 


Give GASHOLDERS and other 
steel structural work the 
best possible 


PROTECTION from 
RUST 220 ATMOSPHERIC 


CORROSION 


Owing to its exceptional rust-inhibiting properties, 
“Ferrodor ” Metal Protection affords great economy in 
labour and reduces maintenance costs to the minimum 
sf paint is 


3 pox. 
odo! sgand Per SOLE 


cree ort vers GRIFFITHS BROS & Co tonvon Ltd 


PAINT ENAMEL AND INSULATING VARNISH SPECIALISTS 
MACKS ‘ROAD, BERMONDSEY, LONDON, S.E. 16 


METAL PROTECTION 


Telephone BERmondsey !15} 
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OPEN FIRE COMFORT 


Open fire comfort, that enduring English 
custom, is made even more pleasant by the 
cleanliness, economy and convenience obtained 
with the Eagle apen coke grate. 


The new Eagle models incorporate precision 
control which enables varying temperatures to 
be obtained to meet the requirements prevail- 
ing, without sacrificing radiant efficiency in 
any part of their burning range—an achievement 
indeed. : 


Details of these and other new Eagle appliances 
are available to Architects, Builders, and others 
concerned with post-war housing. 


BA LOB 


COKE GRATES 


FOR ATTRACTIVE DESIGN 
ECONOMY & EFFICIENCY 


A PRODUCT OF 
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against abrasion 


Gunite—concrete applied by air pressure— 
has numerous applications where its great 
density and jextreme adhesion have parti- 

cular value. . 


For lining coal bunkers} and steel 
chimneys it is an ideal material, possess- 
ing great resistance to corrosion and pro- 
tecting steel-work from the abrasive action 

of the raw coal. 


For repairing reinforced concrete 
it has particular merit, as, due to the method 
of application, a uniform density and adher- 
ence is obtained in whatever place the 
Gunite is applied, thus overcoming the 
common fault with hand-placed methods. 


CONCRETE PROOFING 


co. LTD. 
1O0- VICTORIA ST-S-W:1I 


*Phone: Victoria 7877 & 6275 
’Grams: Prufcrete, Phone, London 
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Our famous slogan ‘*THE MOST 
RAPID OF ALL FINISHES” is now 
applied to Infra-Red Radiation. 


This latest process implies the im- 
pinging of heat rays directly upon 
the paint film and eliminates pre- 
heating of bulky, heavy objects, 
resulting in a considerable reduction 
of time and a tremendous saving in 
heating costs. 


For post-war speed in output of 
many types of gas appliances we 
invite you to consult us on this 
modern method of Rapid Drying. 


We claim to have ALWAYS built 
the Paint to suit the product, and 
the science of first-class finishes is at 
your service—free of cost. 


Please write us regarding a demon- 
stration at.our Laboratories. 


Our experts also advise on Plant 
Layout and Processing. WE CAN 
HELP YOU. 


RAPID INFRA-RED 
FINISHES 


DONALD MACPHERSON & CO., LTD. 
21, ALBION ST., MANCHESTER I, & MITCHAM, LONDON 


Phone: CENTRAL 5441/4 MITCHAM 2963/4 
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MADE IN = & = SIZES, BLACK 


FINISH, FITTED N.P. M & F ENDS 
ALSO 
METAL LINED RUBBER PUSHONS, 


M or F ENDS 


A. R. WILLMOTT & Co. 


REDHILL, 
SURREY 


Patentees and Sole Makers 


*Phone : 
Redhill 98 


HUMIDINE 


NON-SETTING PAINT 


Used by the leading Gas Companies for the 

protection of the lower plates and cuppings of gas- 

holders. The most efficient anti-corrosion paint 
in existence 


HUMIDINE NEVER DRIES, NEVER CRACKS 
AND IS ABSOLUTELY IMPERVIOUS TO WATER 


INNNNUUNNNN 


OXY-GRAFITE PAINT 


For the Protection against the corrosive effects 

of acid and alkaline fumes on all iron and steel- 

work of gasworks, Aspinalls Oxy-Grafite 
Paint is unsurpassable 


Full particulars and prices on request 
from the sole proprietors 


ASPINALLS (PAINTS) LIMITED 
CARLETON — SKIPTON — YORKS 
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CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS 1447-1506 


A famous Navigator who set out on his first voyage in 1492, 

the expedition being financed by Ferdinand and Isabella of 

Spain. He first discovered the Bahamas and Cuba, but it was 

not until his thifd voyage in 1498 that he landed on the 
coast of South America. 


EAST CROSSCAUSEWAY. EDINBURGH.S. “? MANCHESTER. 


TELEPHONE : EDINBURGH 41574 


DURABILITY 


~Coke screening demands it 


precision / made 


‘PERFORATED 
SCREEN PLATES 


provide it 
9 
Produced exactly to afiy Specification 


N. GREENING & SONS, LTD. - WARRINGTON, LANCS. 


NG94 
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The Burman strett LIGHTING 
DIM-OUT DISC 
EASY TO FIX = 
NO MAINTENANCE 
APPROVED BY 
THE AUTHORITIES 


EVEN ILLUMINATION 
NO SHADOWS 


kd 


WITH DISC 
REFLECTION ONLY—*°—— 
VARIES WITH TYPES 
OF LAMPS& REFLECTORS 


Pa. 4 ILLUMINATION YN FOOT CANDLES 


This simple efficient device, easily fitted to single or multi-burner installations, modifies the light emission from the 
standard bijou mantle so that at no point on the ground does the illumination exceed the permitted maximum of 
*02 foot-candles, nor does it fall below -0l f.c. at any point within 26 feet radius of the post. Dangerous ‘ black 
patches ’’ are non-existent. It avoids the necessity for obscuring the lower half of the glass—a point worth 
remembering against the day when full lighting is restored. 


Blue-prints of photometer readings, and prices—for prompt delivery—will be sent with pleasure. 


LIGHTING TRADES & WELSBACH LIMITE 


77% 79 FARRINGDON meAD - LOMRON ° €*C°I 
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WART 


GEYSERS 


EWART & SON, LTD. 


Scottish Agents: 


JAMES R. THOMSON & Co., Ltd., 


easy to install 


The New Empire Multipoint is held by a back 
plate fixed by four screws, two of which serve 
to hold the Baffler. Heat Exchanger and Outer 
Casing require no tools for their fixing. 


easy to maintain 


When overhauling, the two inlet and outlet 
unions are unscrewed. Casing and Heat 
Exchanger lifted off, permitting free access 
to Valve, &c. Adjustment of Valve and Heat 
Regulation Throttle is simplicity itself. 


no trouble to user 


The Ewart Geyser is made with the single- 
minded aim of giving trouble-free — service. 
The Valve embodies every operational safe- 
guard; the Jet Burner is self-cleaning and 
non-corrosive. Heat is regulated at will. 


standardising 


Tapered BSP threads are 
now standard on all Ewart 
Geysers, enabling ordinary 
commercial pipe fittings to 
be used. The tapering en- 
sures perfect water-tight 
joints. 


LETCHWORTH, Herts.—Letchworth 1191—Established 1834 


10, Blythswood Street, Glasgow, C.2. 
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HUMPHREYS « GLASGOW [ia 
e Lig. Ti: 





Installations for Production : 

of ; 
Carburetted Water Gas 
Blue Water Gas 

7 


Producer Gas 
Special Gas for Synthetic Processes 


Hydrogen 


Ancillary Plant | 
for 
Waste Heat Steam Production; | 
Gas Cooling & Cleaning; Fuel Handling & Charging; 
Ash & Dust Disposal; etc. 


London Address: 
Humglas House, 
Carlisle Place, 
London, S.W. 1. 


Temporary Address: 
Winkfield Manor, 
Ascot . . Berks. 
*phone Winkfield Row 2107. 





Established 1892 
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GAS HEATER. 
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Apart from having a 
Mechanical Oiling device 
incorporated, these 
Meters can be fitted with 
The TOTTENHAM Maxi- 
mum Demand Recorder 
also Alternative Rate 
Indexes (Day or Night). 


Tones \(y) 10 hl bi by , 


EDMONTON -: LONDON ; € BRANCHES 


Need we show..? 


Show what, to whom? Well — meters, 
for instance. All gas undertakings are fully 
acquainted with meters in general and 
Parkinson’s in particular. Time has already 
shown that Parkinson meters have an estab- 
lished and enviable reputation and that 
they can always be relied upon for accuracy 
and ability to stand up to the job. W. PARKINSON & CO. 


INCORPORATED IN. PARKINSON & 
COWAN (GAS METERS) LTD. 


COTTAGE LANE WORKS - CITY ROAD + LONDON - E.C.1 + ALSO BIRMINGHAM AND BELFAST 
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THE BRITISH GAS COUNCIL 


OR a considerable number of years it has been our custom 

to publish once a month in the columns of the “‘JouRNAL”’ 

an item headed ‘National Gas Council.” In our issue 
to-day this hoary monthly Press Report of the Council is re- 
placed by one issued by the British Gas Council. We cannot 
pretend to have shed editorial tears at the non-arrival of the 
familiar old string of uninformative references to activities of 
the N.G.C. Executive Council. Its style has always been 
cramped, and its value to an editor} severely limited by the fact 
that the N.G.C. has always quite frankly regarded the Press as 
an inappropriate medium for the dissemination of information 
—a view shared to a great extent by other national bodies of 
the Gas Industry. Out of courtesy to those who have had the 
trouble of compiling it we have, however, continued to publish 
it through the years, always admiring the degree of vigilance 
which must have been exercised to ensure that no tiny hint of 
what was really happening was ever allowed to escape. 


Though bearing an ominous resemblance superficially to the 
old document, the first Press Report of the British Gas Council 
is already decidedly more generous in several respects, and bids 
us hope anew for better things. Particularly is it important to 
enlighten those who, because it was not their privilege or their 
duty to attend Headquarters meetings, have in the past experi- 
enced frustration in the feeling that matters which affected 
them vitally were being concealed from them. From this point 
of view we see a still better omen in the fact that already we 
find it easier under the new régime to obtain explanations of policy 
which enable blanks to be filled in, and if this tendency continues 
and develops, and if the new organization can permanently rid 
itself of the fear of criticism which has so long haunted the 
denizens of Gas Industry House, we shall make rapid strides 
towards a better informed, a happier, and a more united Industry. 


There is one point in this month’s report which we hope will 
not escape the notice of our readers—the fact that the Gas 
Advisory Committee to the Ministry of Fuel and Power was 
able to claim a close. liaison with the National Fuel Advisory 
Council. Owing to the nature of its functions as a direct link 
between the Industry and the Ministry in an informative rather 
than executive capacity, the Committee of five has clearly been 
unable to publicize its activities. We are convinced, however, 
that its existence has proved of great benefit to both parties, 
and it is excellent news that it is now in contact with the National 
Advisory Council. On various occasions we have expressed 
great hopes of this hitherto silent Council, and now these hopes 
are raised still higher. 

Coming now to the reorganization of the national bodies, 
we can only say that affairs are taking exactly the direction for 
which we have hoped in recent comments, so that we have 
reason for nothing but satisfaction. The British Gas Council, 
as a name, was so to speak “sprung” on the Industry, and as 
far as we are concerned the anomalous position has arisen that 
the “JOURNAL,” which for 96 years has chronicled every event 
of importance in the world of gas, has no actual record of the 
formation of the new body. However, shocks are often salu- 
tary, and when it was decided that the new-found unity of the 
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NOTES 


Gas Industry should be placed as piéce de résistance on the 
plates of the Ministers of Reconstruction and of Fuel and 
Power at the opening luncheon of the Exhibition, clearly the 
offering would have lost heavily in dramatic effect if the dish 
had had to be called the “‘joint executive councils of the National 
Gas Council and the British Commercial Gas Association.” 
The coining of a new title was therefore a matter of urgency, 
and from the speeches of the Ministers it was quite clear that 
they sincerely appreciate the meaning to their Departments of 
a strong and progressive Gas Industry in the days that lie ahead. 

Considering the restricting reverence which gas bodies in 
general. have had for their “constitutions,” it is perhaps irreve- 
rent of us to express the hope that there has been no time— 
or better still, no intention—to draw up anything except a very 
vague one for the new Council. Shocking as such a suggestion 
may appear to the strictly legal mind, the more thoroughly the 
new organization can shun the old conventions and shape its 
rules to meet circumstances as they arise, the faster will progress 
and development take the place of drift. This is, of course, 
assuming that the Council is genuinely representative of the 
opinions of those it is intended to represent, and to this end a 
good deal of cleaning up is clearly needed in the Districts. We 
understand that the first election of a new Council is to be held 
in the summer, and unfortunately, or so it seems to us, members 
will still have to be elected and sent to London by the separate 
District Boards of the N.G.C. and the B.C.G.A. Little time 
remains, therefore, for the Districts to overhaul their electoral 
machinery, which is notoriously complicated and inefficient in 
some cases, so that they shall be satisfied that their views will 
be truly represented when the new Council meets. For it will 
be the Council’s first duty to elect an executive of 14 members, 
and, if the executive does not execute, then all these most 
promising efforts to reform will have been frustrated. And 
surely it is not too much to hope that this will be the last Council 
election which will have to be based on the dual system of two 
separate electoral bodies, necessitated, we understand, once 
again by “constitutions,” so perpetuating the idea, even if 
only in the background, that there can any longer exist a dis- 
tinction between policy general and policy commercial. Even 
Gas Industry constitutions can be varied by the will of the 
membership. Let us hope that the will will exist and be forcibly 
expressed. In the meantime it is a welcome sign of the good 
sense of the new set-up that the original Organization Com- 
mittee is to continue to act executively until such time as the 
election can conveniently be held. It cannot be denied that it 
was formed in haste to meet an increasingly menacing emergency ; 
it may even not be ideally constituted. But without taking a 
risk we shall scarcely get anywhere, and in our opinion the 
risk of trying to carry on for however brief a period without 
some small constantly available executive in being would be 
infinitely greater than the chance that the temporary one may 
act contrary to general wishes and the best interests of the 
whole. In any case why should it, under the guidance of the 
general Council? Apart from which, we have not a little faith 
in the Chairman’s grasp of the essentials and his capacity not 
only for action, but for guiding action along the right channels. 
We are not alone in this view. He was unanimously selected 
for the task. 
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ELECTRICITY’S RECORD AND 
PLANS 


E need not emphasize the interest and importance to the 

Gas Industry of the issue last week of the reports of the 

Central Electricity Board for the first four years of the 
war. The information disclosed calls for careful study. During 
the period covered by the reports, the years 1940 to 1943, capital 
expenditure on the grid was increased by nearly £6,000,000, 
about 670 miles of lines being added to the transmission system. 
Throughout the four years there was a progressive increase in 
the output of electricity, and of the electricity supplied nearly 
99% was produced at stations generating for the Board. The 
output from public supply stations in 1943 was 40% above that 
of 1939 (37,000 million units compared with 26,400 millions). 
As is widely known now, the grid greatly facilitated both the 
construction of new factories and the dispersal of production 
under the threat of air attack. We mentioned, for example, 
in the “JOURNAL” only a few weeks ago that during the war 
factories in South Wales have been supplied, through the grid, 
with electricity generated in the London area from coal mined 
in South Wales. War needs interfered with the policy of con- 
centrating the production of electricity at the most economically 
operated generating stations; inferior and variable quality of 
coal resulted in a reduction of output capacity and efficiency of 
boilers ; at one time nearly 20% of the aggregate output capacity 
of all the generating stations was out of commission because 
of overhaul, breakdown, and other causes (the pre-war average 
was about 6%). It does not come as a matter of surprise that 
the average thermal efficiency of the stations operating under 
the direction of the Board was below that recorded in 1939 
(3% below in 1941 and 1942, and 1% below, even with new 
generating plant coming into use, in 1943). The Gas Industry 
knows something about inferior and variable quality of coal. 
Fortunately for the grid, load factor, which was about 36% 
before the war, rose to as much as 50% in 1942, and was only 
a little under 50% in 1943. 

From these salient figures taken from the C.E.B. reports, we 
turn to the concern expressed regarding shortage of plant to meet 
future demand. Early in the war the Board thought it impro- 
bable that any material increase in total demand would take 
place during the war; indeed, it believed the completion of the 
plant extension programmes then in hand would result in an 
increasing margin of spare generating plant as the war pro- 
ceeded. This belief did not last long, and in 1941 the Board— 
even at that time looking to post-war demand—was appealing 
to the Government Production Executive for priority. The 
Executive said it was unable to sanction work which would not 
directly further the war effort, but the Board was absolved from 
responsibility for any shortage in electricity supply which might 
occur after the war. The following year the Board again put 
forward a substantial programme of new plant for the autumn 
of 1945, and about a third was allowed by the Minister of 
Production. With this, the Board at once expressed dissatis- 
faction, and during 1943 it once again put forward a programme 
of new generating plant. The greater part of this programme 
was approved on the understanding that the authorized under- 
takings concerned should be empowered to place orders for 
the main items of plants, but that, pending the end of the war 
with Germany, no work of manufacture should be undertaken 
without further consent—an arrangement which, it was sug- 
gested in a leader in The Times of last Wednesday, “‘gives promise 
of a smooth and swift transition to peace production in a most 
important industry.”” And it will be recalled that in November 
of 1944 the C.E.B. put forward its biggest expansion programme 
on record—a programme comprising the aggregate of over 
3,000,000 kilowatts of new plant with a contemplated expen- 
diture of over £90,000,000. 

From the foregoing, important points emerge, and it is wholly 
insufficient that the Gas Industry should be merely aware of them, 
or that any official body representing the Industry should saunter 
in accustomed fashion to its stock of ‘confidential,’ ‘for 
members only,” “not for publication,” rubber stamps. The 
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first point is that the electricity industry not only feels sure that 
it is grievously deficient in generating plant capacity, but is 
determined that full attention should be drawn to this, and 
especially the attention of the Government. The while, as we 
have emphasized already several times this year, the electricity 
industry is at ‘full steam ahead” to ensure the installation in 
new homes of heavily loaded electric cooking and heating 
appliances, arguing about the serious consequences which might 
conceivably ensue from refusals of manufacturing priorities. 
The Gas Industry must do more than merely take note of this 
argument and stretch automatically for one or other of its 
rubber stamps (those emblems of inaction). The elec- 
trical argument is this: that after the war there will remain 
many conflicting claims on the national resources of material and 
material and labour for the manufacture of all sorts of goods, but 
that, without ample electric power, these goods will fail to be 
manufactured. And not merely this, It is contended that not only 
electric power will be required in the factories, but that, hand in 
hand, there must be ample supply of electric heat for cooking, 
heating, and water heating in the homes of those who work in 
the factories dependent on electric power. The claim put 
forward is that, subject to the overriding needs of the armed 
forces, first priority, for electrical energy in the factory and for 
electrical heat in the home, should be given to the construction 
of generating plant. The Gas Industry must work out for 
itself how it stands, and how, qua Industry, it intends to stand 
in relation to this all-embracing, unqualified, electrical claim; 
and confidential memoranda circulated within the Industry, 
plastered with official “‘hush-hush” mottoes, will not help one 
little bit. And the Gas Industry would, in the national interest, 
do well to do more than just note the long-term persistency of 
the electrical claim, and the fact that since the early part of the 
war the electricity industry, with the Central Electricity Board 
as trained, experienced, and effective spokesman, has sounded 
a clear note of unity of purpose. The Gas Industry has a 
duty to itself and also to the nation to make its voice—again 
qua Industry—heard and respected, as its inherent and funda- 
mental usefulness warrants, in high quarters and among the 
masses of the community who have to foot the fuel bill. 


HEAT IN TEMPORARY 
DWELLINGS 


ROM many parts of the country we continue to get reports 

of local council and committee debates showing how little 

the members of housing authorities know about. fuel 
economics and fuel conservation, but how charmed and fasci- 
nated they are, in majority, regarding the prospects and virtues 
of electricity in new dwellings. Present debates concern for 
the most part temporary housing, and certainly the first reaction 
in discussion is to favour electricity, with the pro-and-con idea 
at a severe discount. Amid housing committee circles elec- 
tricity, so our reports indicate, is “‘the right thing,” and it 
would seem almost indelicate to consider the claims of gas— 
so “backward”! We know that hasty decisions -after hasty 
decisions in favour of electricity for every domestic heat service 
are being referred-back or revoked on subsequent discussion of 
less lighthearted character, but electricity, the very word ‘“‘elec- 
tricity,’ appears to have bewitched a large majority of those 
committee men and women settling in rural and urban areas the 
shape which the subsidized (i.e., subsidized by the taxpayer) 
housing programme shall take. 

The Memorandum recently issued jointly by the Ministry of 
Health and the Ministry of Works dealing’ with temporary 
accommodation and designed for the guidance of local authori- 
ties stated that all houses on one site should have either gas or 
electricity for cooking and domestic laundry. Implementation 
of this recommendation, and particularly interpretation of the 
meaning of “‘site,” has led to argument, discussion, and not a 
little confusion—a matter to which we referred at some length 
in these columns last week (ante, p. 207). We have had a good 
deal of correspondence on the subject citing instances where 
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local councils have, without consulting their local gas under- 
takings or contacting with them in any way at all, decided 
that temporary housing coming within their jurisdiction shall 
be supplied with electricity to the exclusion of gas, and this 
without any examination of likely cost of supply and likely 
satisfaction of the people who will occupy the temporary houses 
subsidized by the taxpayer. We believe that such arbitrary 
decisions, in the absence of any examination of costs and other 
relevant aspects, are contrary to the intention of the Ministry 
of Health; and we certainly advise no local gas undertaking 
to lie down happily and peacefully under decisions of the kind. 
In a letter typical of many which we have been getting daily 
during the past few weeks, a correspondent urges that Gas 
Industry Headquarters should lend a hand to local gas under- 
takings in this very important matter. 

The answer to this suggestion and to many other queries 
put by correspondents will be found in the Paper, “Housing 
Developments and the Gas Industry,” by Mr. Tom Brown, 
Chairman of the B.G.F. Domestic Heat Services Committee, 
publication of which we begin in our issue to-day (p. 246). 
This Committee, the central co-ordinating committee of the 
Industry dealing with the domestic use of gas and coke and the 
problems which will arise from the post-war housing schemes 
of the Government, now reports direct to the new British Gas 
Council, which speaks for the Industry as a whole; and the 
Committee is anxious that the case for gas should be put unani- 
mously and convincingly, so that Government departments, 
who should act solely as justices holding the scales, will not be 
seductively and persistently prejudiced. Mr. Brown made it 
clear that, on this question of the fuel services for new houses, 
temporary and otherwise, the Committee is all out to help 
individual undertakings (who may find themselves faced with 
highly organized political pressure), at the same time asking 
that these undertakings should-co-operate freely and fully with 
the Committee in making known their particular needs and 
problems. 

The Memorandum, ‘““‘Temporary Accommodation,” was issued 
as a Government publication in November of last year. The 
Domestic Heat Services Committee—again we would emphasize 
that it is essentially a Gas Industry committee—in an interview 
pressed upon the Ministry of Health the claims of gas for new 
housing. Subsequently a special meeting was called with the 
object of trying to reach some uniformity of practice and of 
terms in regard to mains, services, and installation work. This 
meeting was held on Dec. 1; there have been several meetings 
since, and as far as the London area is concerned a uniform 
figure of a tentative nature has been agreed upon in respect 
of installation work. The Districts were advised by the Com- 
mittee to arrive at regional uniformity. Obviously some uni- 
formity of this kind is needed if the Gas Industry is to present 
to Government departments and housing authorities a clear-cut 
case. On Dec. 15 the Committee informed individual gas 
undertakings just what it was trying to do at Headquarters, 
advising its members on the course of action they should take, 
and giving them detailed help on the matter of running costs 
and the like. And assistance of the kind continues, and will 
continue to be available. The machinery for the help of local 
undertakings—the machinery for which several of our corre- 
spondents ask—is in fact in being. Its effectiveness depends 
on the measure to which the advice is put into practice by the 
individual gas undertakings themselves. 


Ministry of Fuel and Power Act, 1945 


In the House of Commons last week Major Lloyd George moved 
the reading of the Ministry of Fuel and Power Bill, the purpose of 
which is to continue the present Ministry of Fuel and Power into peace- 
time, and to give the Minister the necessary powers for the exercise 
of his functions both during and after the war. The measure, a 
natural and by no means surprising evolution, will be welcomed by 
the Gas Industry, which had, in fact, come to regard the Ministry as 
an essential function of the Government irrespective of war. The 
new Bill repeats,.the-functions of the Minister as set out in the Order 
of 1492—i.e., “the general duty of securing the effective“and co-ordi- 


GAS JOURNAL 239 


nated development of coal, petroleum, and other minerals and sources 
of fuel and power in Great Britain and of promoting 
economy and efficiency in the supply, distribution, use, and consump- 
tion of fuel and power.” A clause of the Bill provides that the 
Minister may appoint not more than two Parliamentary Secretaries 
and such other staff as he may, with the consent of the Treasury, 
determine. 


—__—— 


The Kitchen Planning Exhibition 


The attendance figures of the Gas Industry’s Kitchen Planning 
Exhibition at Dorland Hall must be proving very gratifying to all 
concerned with the display, and particularly, perhaps, to Mr. W. H. 
Becket, of the Gas Light and Coke Company, who, bringing to bear 
a long and wide experience in the planning of gas exhibits, has been 
so largely responsible for the success of the Industry’s latest effort. 
During the first week the Exhibition was visited by well over 20,000. 
On Feb. 8 the Exhibition was graced by the presence of the Queen, 
who expressed lively interest in all she saw. [Photographs on a later 
page.] 


New School of Chemical Engineering 


On March 2 Cambridge University will be asked to accept one of 
the largest benefactions it has received. The Shell group of oil 
companies has offered the University an endowment of £435,000 for 
the establishment of a School of Chemical Engineering: In addition, 
a sum of £2,500 a year is to be made available for the provision of 
scholarships. Attributing a large measure of its own success to the 
importance which it has consistently attached to scientific and par- 
ticularly to chemical research and development, the Shell group has 
been impressed by the fact that British universities are relatively ill- 
equipped to provide this country with the trained chemical engineers 
which British industry is certain to demand in increasing numbers. 

The offer has been made to meet a national need. The Shell group 
has suggested that the best results will be obtained if specialized study 
of chemical engineering is undertaken after a two-year honours course 
in natural sciences. In this view the university authorities concur. 
In their plans for the new school the university authorities and the 
group recognize that the need is for men of the highest quality, and 
it is proposed that initially the output of qualified graduates shall be 
about 30 a year, with provision for expansion as university-trained 
chemical engineers are increasingly absorbed into industry, teaching, 
and research. 


Personal 


As briefly mentioned in the ““JouRNAL” last week, Colonel and Mrs. 
Eunson celebrated their Golden Wedding on Feb. 7. They were 
married at St. Martin’s Church, Leicester, on Feb. 7, 1895, the bride 
being the eldest daughter of the Rev. Canon Sanders, Vicar of St. 
Martin’s. Colonel Eunson, at present Managing Director and 
Chairman of the Northampton Gaslight Company, started as pupil 
under his father, Mr. John Eunson, in January, 1883. He was 
appointed Assistant Manager in 1888 and, on the death of his father 
in 1911, Chief Engineer and Manager. Appointed Director in 1936, 
he became Chairman and Managing Director in 1942. His grand- 
father, John Eunson, was the first Engineer to the Company (1845- 
1854), while his father was Engineer from 1854-1911. The family 
has thus an unbroken service of a century to the present time. 


* * * 


Mr. D. M. Rowan, Assistant Engineer and Manager of the Troon 
Gas Department, has been appointed Engineer and Manager of the 
Neilston Gas Light Company in succession to Mr. J. BLairR, who has 
resigned. Before going to Troon Mr. Rowan was for some years 
with the Greenock Gas Department. 


* * * 


Mr. H. C. MANN, M.I.Mech.E., M.Inst.Gas E., has been appointed 
Special Technical Representative of Messrs. Newton Chambers & 
Co., Ltd., and will for the time being operate from _ Eondon 
office at Artillery House, Artillery Row, London, S.W 


The fact that goods made of raw materials in short supply 
owing to war conditions are advertised in the ‘ Journal’’ 


should not be taken as an indication that they are neces- 
sarily available for export. 
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British Gas Council 


A Meeting of the British Gas Council was held at Gas Industry 
House on Feb. 13, presided over by the Chairman, Mr. A. E. Sylvester, 
F.C.A. 

A report from the Organization Committee had been circulated, 
wherein it was stated that, following on the acceptance of their main 
recommendation resulting in the formation of the British Gas Council, 
the Committee had reviewed the situation in greater detail, and sub- 
mitted further proposals which were set out in the report in question. 
The proposal that an Executive Board should be established, elected 
annually by ballot by the Council from among their number, was 
approved, and it was decided that the Organization Committee with 
the addition of two further members should act as the Executive Board 
until the election of the new Council later in the year. 

Recommendations with regard to the retention of existing Com- 
mittees and alterations in their respective terms of reference were also 
approved. Certain other matters upon which the Committee had 
not had time to report would be the subject of a later report. 

A report was received from the Chairman of the Gas Advisory 
Committee to the Ministry of Fuel and Power (Mr. A. E. Sylvester) 
on the meeting of the Committee held the previous day. In addition 
to reporting a close liaison with the National Fuel Advisory Council 
appointed by the Ministry, the Chairman said that the principal 
matter discussed on the Committee had been that of the manufacture 
of gas-consuming appliances. 

A report was given of the proceedings when representatives of the 
National Gas Council gave oral evidence before the Committee of 
Enquiry into the Gas Industry. It was also stated that a Supplemental 
Memorandum of Evidence had since been submitted with regard to 
matters arising out of existing legislation, a copy of which had been 
circulated to the members of the British Gas Council, and that oral 
evidence in regard to the matters raised therein would be called for in 
due course by the Heyworth Committee. 

A report on the general coal position was received. 

Two reports, one from the Benzole Committee regarding the price 
of benzole and the other with reference to the evidence given before 
the Hydrocarbon Oil Duties Committee, were received. 

A report was made of meetings which had taken place between the 
Coke Oven Gas Committee and representatives of the British Hard 
Coke Association. 

A report was received of the first meeting of the British Tar Con- 
federation Executive Board held on Jan. 24. 

A report was received from the Conjoint Conference of Public 
Utility Associations. At the meeting of the Council on Jan. 31 the 
following matters had been discussed: coal, war damage, purchase 
tax, mains to temporary houses, Requisitioned Land and War Works 
Bill, Weaver Navigation Bill. It had been agreed that the Annual 
General Meeting should be postponed. 

A report from the Domestic Heat Services Committee was received 
dealing, among other things, with gas supply to temporary houses 
and the Kitchen Planning Exhibition at Dorland Hall then in session. 

A report was received from the Publicity Committee submitting 
proposals for national publicity and propaganda for the year 1945/46. 

It was agreed that four representatives should be appointed to 
attend a Joint Conference of the National Smoke Abatement 
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Society with the Institute of Fuel on Feb. 23, at the Institution of 
Electrical Engineers, Savoy Place, W.C. 2, starting at 10 a.m., under 
the Chairmanship of Sir Lawrence Chubb, when the “Conference 
would be opened by the Minister of Fuel and Power. 

Date of next meeting. —Tuesday, March 13. 


The Institute of Fuel 


A Meeting of the North-Western Section of the Institute of Fuel 
will be held in the Municipal Annexe, Dale Street, Liverpool, on 
March 14, at 2.30 p.m., when a Paper will be presented by Dr. E. G. 
Ritchie, entitled, ‘‘Peak Steam Demands, Cause, Effect and Cure.” 

On March 21 there will be a meeting of the North-Western Section 
at the Engineers’ Club, Albert Square, Manchester, at 2.30 p.m., when 
a Paper will be presented by R. Baker, entitled “Industrial Gas Com- 
bustion and Controlling Equipment—Design, Construction, and 
Application.” 

The Paper will contain a review of the general characteristics of 
commonly used industrial gases and the principal industrial gas 
combustion systems, gas and air handling plant for the various com- 
bustion systems, together with utilization and controlling equipment. 
The various classes of air-gas proportioning and flow control equip- 
ment, industrial burners, and accessories will be exhibited for 
explanation and inspection. 

A Meeting of the Institute at which the Summary of the seven 
Papers on Industrial Thermal Insulation is to be presented by Dr. 
E. W. Smith, C.B.E., will be held at the Institution of Mechanical 
Engineers, London, on May 31. This will be a full-day Conference. 
The summary will be given at the morning session, and will be followed 
by an open discussion. In the afternoon the discussion will be 
continued, and the Authors of all the Papers will be present to reply 
to the points raised. 


Leverhulme Research Fellowships, 1945 


Application is invited for Fellowships and Grants in aid of research. 
The Fellowships and Grants are intended for senior workers who are 
prevented by routine duties or pressure of other work from carrying 
out research. They are limited to British-born subjects normally 
resident in Great Britain. In exceptional circumstances the Trustees 
may waive the condition as to residence. 

The Trustees are also prepared to consider applications from 
groups of workers engaged upon co-operative programmes of research, 
particularly from those engaged upon long-distance programmes, or in 
institutions in which the normal facilities for research have “been 
curtailed by the war. 

The duration of the awards will not normally extend over more 
than two years or less than three months, and the amount will depend 
on the nature of the research and the circumstances of the applicant. 

Forms of application may be obtained from the Secretary, Dr. L. 
Haden Guest, M.C., M.P., Leverhulme Research Fellowships, Uni- 
lever House, Blackfriars, E.C. 4. 

Applications must be received on or before March 1. Awards will 
be announced in July and will date from Sept. 1. 





The Queen Visits the Kitchen Planning Exhibition 











Our photograph on the left shows Her 
Majesty in the living-room kitchen, 
which is so arranged that the mother 
‘ of the family can keep an eye on the 

children while she is busy preparing 
meals. 





The Queen visited the Kitchen 
Planning Exhibition at Dorland Hall 
on Feb. 8, when she was met by Mr. 
A. E. Sylvester, Chairman of the 
British Gas Council, and other officials. 
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The Kitchen Planning Exhibition 


“i 





ZF 
Views of the Gas Industry’s Kitchen Planning Exhibition at Dorland Hall, London. The photograph on top left shows a kitchen suitable 
for a universal “‘semi-detached” type of house for a family of four to five people of middle class income. Measuring 11 ft. 10 in. by 15 ft., 
it provides space for routine kitchen work. The coke boiler, which is gas-ignited, works in conjunction with a gas circulator; when the boiler’s 
heat is not wanted in summer, the circulator takes over the job of providing hot water. Next to the boiler is a gas-heated drying cabinet. Thus 
the equipment for heating, hot water, and clothes drying is conveniently grouped together. Unit furniture in this kitchen is of steel, with stainless 
steel sinks; timber is used for the work table and removable draining boards. The right-hand photograph is of a kitchen designed by Jane Drew, 
F.R.1.B.A., for a family of four or five in the lower income group living in a flat. The gas clothes-boiler fits under the draining board when 
not in use. A mechanical extractor is fitted to keep the atmosphere free from steam and cooking smells, so that the room is a pleasant place 
in which the family can take their meals. A special feature of the plan for this flat is a drying balcony next to the kitchen where clothes 
can be hung in bad weather. 
It has up-to-date equipment scientifically planned to reduce unneces- 
sary steps and labour. There is plenty of storage space, including a tall 
cupboard for brooms and mops, and a low cupboard with a shelf for 
accommodating pails, while a built-in rubbish bin takes kitchen refuse. 








Above left is a ‘“‘Back-to-Back”’ Kitchen-Bathroom Unit planned for a flat housing a family of three to four of the middle income group. The 
unit comprises a hollow wall with built-in kitchen fitments on one side and bathroom fittings on the other; in the wall are housed all the waste 
pipes, cold supply pipes, and gas and electric services. The wall unit is faced with anodized aluminium sheets, backed with cork for insulation 
against sound. The material used for the construction of the whole unit is a light but strong framework of aluminium alloy. Cooker, furniture, 
and stores unit are also of aluminium, while the kitchen sink and work-table are of stainless steel; the bathroom wash-basin is of enamelled steel. 
The right-hand picture shows a “Package Kitchen”’ containing all the essential kitchen equipment in a minimum of space, which makes it ideal 
for use in a home where space is limited. This one includes gas cooker, sink, water heater, and refrigerator, and standard unit furniture for storage 
purposes. Sink and draining board are of enamelled steel and small racks are provided to simplify washing up. 
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Street Lighting Dim-Out Device 


Mr. J. H. Burman, of the North Middlesex Gas Company, has 
devised an ingenious dim-out device which can be easily fitted to any 
gas street lamp using the standard Bijou or No. 2 Mantle. The 
resulting illumination, with this device fitted, fully satisfies the require- 
ments of the authorities, for at no point on the ground does the 
photometer reading exceed 0.02 foot-candle. ‘ 2 

The Burman device comprises a 2} in. diam. metal disc, suspended 
by three wires from a metal spider fixed in position by the nozzle 
carrying the permitted Bijou or No. 2 size mantle. The spider-arms 
are set at an angle of 45°. The location of the disc gives correct cut-off 
with all average types of burner, whether in square lanterns or in 
suspension lamps. When dealing with units of more than average 
light intensity it is easily possible to vary the cut-off simply by bending 
the arms of the spider, thus raising or lowering the disc. 

Interesting figures have been obtained from photometric tests 
made on a 16 in. square lantern with one Bijou mantle at a height of 


11 ft. 6in. The following readings were obtained at ground level: 
10° 0.018 foot candle. 30° 0.021 foot candle. 
15° 0.019 és 35° 0.018 ss 
20° 0.021 Gs 50° 0.015 % 
25° 0.022 - 60° 0.016 


” 





These results given an almost straight line level of illumination at the 
permitted intensity. 

Between the angles of 0° and 35° all light from the mantle is cut 
off by the disc. The illumination recorded between these angles is 
only that produced by reflection from the reflector and glassware. 
It will, of course, vary slightly with the type of lamp and reflector in 
use. There can never be any dense shadows around the lamp column. 

All lighting units must continue to be “blacked-out” down to the 
horizontal, so that no light is emitted in an upward direction. With 
the Burman device, painting of the lower part of lanterns or globes 
is no longer necessary. Moreover, full lighting will be immediately 
available when the disc is removed. This should prove a great 
advantage when lighting restrictions are finally lifted. 

Further information on the device can be obtained from Lighting 
Trades & Welsbach, Ltd., who inform us that they have ample supplies 
available. 


Home Planning in N.S.W. 


Some time ago the New South Wales Housing Commission con- 
ducted a competition concerned with design of housing schemes. 
Substantial prizes were offered, first prize in the housing section being 
£250 and in the estate subdivision section £100. The winning designs 
were exhibited in the Offices of the Metropolitan Gas Company of 
Melbourne. 

The exhibition had three main results. First of all it gave public 
recognition to the great interest shown by the Metropolitan Gas 
Company in post-war housing. Secondly it gave accent to a new 
feature in low-price architecture—i.e., the provision in even the 
cheapest home of every internal convenience and labour-saving device, 
not at additional cost, but out of the savings that can be effected by 
simplification of design and selection of useful rather than ornamental 
building materials. Thirdly it emphasized the conclusion that for 
comfort and labour-saving convenience in the home—that is, for the 
four main household jobs—cooking, refrigeration, room heating, and 
hot water—gas is the most suitable fuel. 

The Exhibition was opened by Mr. F. Oswald Barnett, Deputy- 


Chairman of the Victorian Housing Commission, who said that , 


never had house planning been so important or urgent as it was now. 
In Victoria alone over 400,000 people were inadequately housed. 
The wartime quota of new houses was insufficient, and they must 
aim at reaching a target of 300 houses per week as soon as the war 
ended—which figure they must go on to double and keep on doubling. 

Mr. Barnett stressed the need for scientific amenities, which, he 
said, were long overdue, to abolish drudgery from the home. He 
marvelled at the way in which gas service fitted into the scheme, and 
on behalf of the Housing Commission he expressed his great apprecia- 
tion of the whole-hearted co-operation of the Metropolitan Gas 
Company. 


Staff Organization 


As foreshadowed in our note last week on the set-up of the staff 
organization movement, the Gas Staff Association has since held an 
extraordinary general meeting and decided to appoint a full-time paid 
secretary. Subject to satisfactory arrangements regarding his present 
position in the Industry, Mr. H. J. Arnold, who has been the Honorary 
General Secretary since the formation of the Association, has been 
appointed to the position. Mr. Arnold has been in the service of the 
Gas Light and Coke Company for many years, but with the 
growth of the Association he has found that his secretarial work has 
outgrown the reasonable limits of the time at his disposal. The 
appointment is for a provisional period of twelve months. 
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Effective Coal Handling 


During the recent cold spell many gas-works were faced with the 
problem of unloading coal from the dumps which had been built up 
against emergency. With transport at a standstill, and already scarce 
labour reduced further by illness, the situation would have been worse 
but for mechanical equipment. In this regard the Muir-Hill loading 
shovel, needing only one man as operator, has proved most useful. 
Actually the Muir-Hill shovel, which has been widely used in gas- 
works in the past, is under present conditions a most valuable piece 
of labour-saving equipment. : 

With an under bucket clearance of 11 ft. 7 in. on the tipping type 
bucket and 10 ft. 7 in. with the door discharge bucket, and an overall 
travelling height of 8 ft. 104 in. (low pressure tyres) and 8 ft. 74 in. 
(high pressure tyres), and excellent manoeuvrability, it is particularly 
suited to working in confined spaces. It is available with either door 
discharge or tipping type bucket of half or three-quarter cubic yard 
capacity, and it is claimed that it will do the work of six men with hand 
shovels in a quarter of the time. The makers, E. Boydell & Co., 
Ltd., of Old Trafford, inform us that they can offer quick delivery of 
these machines at the present time. 








Diary 

21.—B.G.F. Domestic Heat Services Committee: Gas Industry 
House, 2.30 p.m. 

22.—National Smoke Abatement Society: Annual General 
Meeting, Caxton Hall, S.W. 1, 2.30 p.m. 

23.—National Smoke Abatement Society: Joint Conference with 
Institute of Fuel, Institution of Electrical Engineers, 
Savoy Place, W.C. 2, 10 a.m. 

23.—London and Southern District Junior Gas Association: 
Gas Industry House, 6.30 p.m. Address by Dr. J. G. 
King, ‘“‘Methane Synthesis.” 

24.—Western Junior Gas Association: 
2.30 p.m. 

24.—Manchester and District Junior Gas Association: Address 
by Dr. J. G. King, Director of the Gas Research Board. 

24.—Yorkshire Junior Gas Association: Meeting at Bradford. 
Paper by A. Cole. 

27.—Illuminating Engineering Society, Institution of Mechanical 
Engineers: Storey’s Gate, S.W. 1, 5.30 p.m. Address 
by Dr. J. W. T. Walsh. 

28.—Institute of Fuel (North-West Section): Conference on 
Preparation of Coal. Engineers’ Club, Manchester, 
10.30 a.m. 

. 28.—W.G.C. Headquarters Members’ Meeting, 3 p.m., foltowed 
by visit to Dorland Hall, Exhibition. 

. 6.—British Standards Institution: Luncheon, Savoy 


Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 


Feb. 


Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 


Meeting at Swindon, 


Feb. 


Hotel, 


1 p.m. 

. 7.—Association of Smaller Municipal Gas Undertakings : Grand 
Hotel, Birmingham, 2.15 p.m. 

. 7.—Area Meeting of Institution of Chemical Engineers jointly 
with South Yorkshire Section of Royal Institute of 
Chemistry: Scunthorpe. Paper by Dr. E. W. Smith, 
C.B.E., ‘* Future Aspects of Research for Industry.” 

. 14.—W.G.C. Executive Committee: Gas Industry House, 
12.45 p.m. 

. 21.—Southern Association of Gas Engineers and Managers 
(Eastern District): Gas Industry House, 2.30 p.m. 
Paper by J. E. Davis (South Metropolitan). 

. 22.—Midland Counties Coke Association: Annual Meeting, 
King Edward House, Birmingham, 2.30 p.m. 


Business of the Ramsgate Gas and Water Department has been 
transferred from ‘‘Penistone Lodge,”’ St. Lawrence, Ramsgate, to the 
Offices at Boundary Road. 

Physicists employed in industry in South Wales and the surrounding 
district have for some time felt the need of local opportunities for the 
interchange of knowledge and experience of applied physics. At 
their request the Board of the Institute of Physics has authorized the 
formation of a South Wales Branch of the Institute, which is to be 
centred at Swansea. The inaugural meeting of the Branch will take 
place at 2.30 p.m. on March 10, in the Physics Department of Univer- 
sity College, Swansea (Singleton Park), when Dr. C. Sykes, F.Inst.P., 
F.R.S., a member of the Board of the Institute and Principal of the 
Brown-Firth Research Laboratories, Sheffield, will deliver an illustrated 
lecture on “Physics in Metallurgy.” Further particulars of the 
Branch may be obtained from the Acting Hon. Secretary, Dr. T. V. I. 


Starkey, A.Inst.P., the Technical College, Mount Pleasant, Swansea. 

On Feb. 10 students of King William’s College, Castletown, Isle 
of Man, visited the Castletown Gas-Works, which they inspected 
under the guidance of Mr. W. Cole, the Engineer and Manager, who 
— the important part the Gas Industry is playing in the war 
effort. 
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Why you should buy 
National Savings 
Certificates 


Because your Savings will be absolutely safe. 


Because every 15/- invested becomes 20/6 at the end of 10 years: 
an increase equal to compound interest at £3.3.5 percent. per 
annum. 


Because this Interest is free of Income Tax. 


Because they are easy to buy through your Savings Group or War 
Savings Centre, or at a Post Office or a Trustee Savings Bank. 





Because you can get your money back at any time, plus any interest 
your Certificates have earned up to that date. 


Because, in addition to being allowed to hold a total of 500 Certifi- 
cates made up of the 15/-, 15/6 or 16/-*issues, you can also hold up 
to 250 of the £1 issue. This latter Certificate is worth 23/- at the 
end of 10 years. Increase free of Income Tax. Both the 15/- 
issue and the £1 issue can be bought outright or acquired by 
instalments by purchasing 6d., 2/6d. or 5/- Savings Stamps. 


NATIONAL 


SAVINGS 


CERTIFICATES 
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SPACE GIVEN BY THE WOODALL-DUCKHAM CO., EPSOM ROAD 
GUILDFORD. (Tel.: GUILDFORD 3301) 


Issued by the National Savings Committee 
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THORNCLIFFE, 


HORIZONTAL TUBE 


GAS 
CONDENSERS 


These Condensers can be supplied 


for any rate of gas throughput 
and temperature conditions. 


The Patented arrangement of 
internal division plates ensures 
highest possible efficiency. 


Typical installations are illustrated. 


Telephone : SHEFFIELD 38171 (10 lines). 


NEWTON CHAMBERS 
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Gas Undertakings’ Results. 


Brighton, Hove and Worthing Gas Company.—Final dividends 
on 6% Standard Consolidated: stock at £3 6s.°%, making £5 5s.% for 
the year against £4 15s.% for the previous year, and on 5% Standard 
Consolidated stock at £2 17s.%, making £4 2s. % against £3 10s.%. 

Cardiff Gas Light and Coke Company.—Net revenue carried to 
profit and loss account for the year to Dec. 31, 1944, was £65,796, 
and a final dividend of 34% on the Consolidated Ordinary stock 
makes 6% for the year, the same as for 1943. Gas sales, including 
public lighting, totalled £449,859, sales to private consumers amounting 
to 10,381,912 therms. Coal carbonized amounted to 159,094 tons. 
Manufacturing costs were £534,101, and distribution £63,450. The 
price of gas is increased by three-farthings per therm from the 
December meter readings. 

Commercial Gas Company.—In his statement circulated with the 
report and accounts, Mr. Frank H. Jones discloses that the Company’s 
area of supply was one of the worst bombed areas in London, and 
explains the “catastrophic decline” in the Company’s fortunes in 
1940-44. For the first half of 1940 gas sales were 90% of those for 
the corresponding period of 1938, but for the second half of the 
year the figure was only 48%, and for the whole year the sales were 
10% of the 1938 sales. Towards the end of 1940 the Company was 
instructed by the responsible Cabinet Ministers to continue to supply 
gas without increasing the price, and to continue to pay Debenture 
stock interest. Gas sales in 1941 were only 47% of the 1938 sales, 
while the corresponding population figure for the area of supply was 
only 33%. In 1942 gas sales were 57% of the 1938 sales and the 
estimated population figure was 35% ; and in 1943 gas sales were 58% 
and population 38 % of those in 1938. Last year showed an improve- 
ment. Gas sales, inciuding bulk sales to a neighbouring Company, 
were 58.4% of 1938 figures. Against the background of a population 
estimated at 40% of that of 1938 the relative gas sales did not contrast 
too badly, and Mr. Jones is amazed when he looks round the district 
that so much gas can be sold in an area so seriously damaged. Coal 
at works costs 128% more than in 1938, and average labour costs are 
up 40%. The Company is faced with an accumulated revenue 
deficiency of £367,809, and a loan of £241,000 from the Government, 
free of interest for the war period, but thereafter on terms to ‘be 
prescribed. As to the future, Mr. Jones feels that the Company can 
manufacture gas as cheaply as other London undertakings, but its 
principal difficulty is the liquidation of the large forward deficiency. 
He considers it should be regarded as a national charge, as it was 
created by selling gas far below cost in one of London’s worst bombed 
areas. Last year he reviewed at some length the negotiations with 
the Ministry of Fuel and Power in respect of the Company’s finances, 
but he records that no change in the situation has occurred, and the 
position still remains that the Company is expected to carry its losses, 
while meeting the competition of municipally-owned electricity supply 
undertakings which are subsidized. The accounts show a total 
make of 9,412,595 therms in 1944 at a manufacturing cost of £443,209, 
and total sales of £495,168. After meeting Debenture and other 
interest charges, and a provision in respect of war damage contribution, 
there remained a balance of £24 on the year’s working. No dividends 
have been paid since 1940. 

Croydon Gas Company.—Dividends for the half-year to Dec. 31, 
1944, are at the rate of 4% per annum on Preference stock, 5% on 
Maximum Dividend stock, and 6% on Sliding Scale stock, less tax, 
the same as for the corresponding period of 1943. 

Gas Light and Coke.—Accounts for 1944 show that after payment 
of interest (gross) on Debenture stocks, loans, uninvested funds and 
deposits, and income tax (computed by reference to the profit for 
1944), and taking into account the amount written off civil defence 
suspense account, and amounts set aside on account of war damage 
contribution and written off war damage suspense account, there is 
a balance to the credit of net revenue account of £942,525 (compared 
with £859,909 in 1943), including £236,639 on account of reduction 
on rates charged prior to 1944. A final dividend of 24}°% is proposed 
on the Ordinary stock, making 5% for the year, against 4% for 1943. 
The dividends with the contributions to redemption fund and co- 
partnership will leave a balance to be carried forward to 1945 of 
£526,801, which compares with £369,908 brought forward from 1943. 
The dividend of 5% on the Ordinary stock for the year is the maximum 
that the Company can pay while the published price of gas in the 
central area exceeds the basic price of 11d. per therm. 

_Newcastle-upon-Tyne and Gateshead Gas Company. — Final 
dividends of 2°%, less tax, on the Preference stock, making 4% for 
the year, and £2 17s. 6d.% less tax, on the Ordinary stock, making 
£5 7s. 6d.% for the year, the same as for 1943. 

Portsmouth (and Gosport Gas Company.—Net profit for the year 
to Dec. 31, 1944, was £95,250. Gas sales and rentals brought in 
£780,416 and represented the sale of 14,991,931 therms of gas. Manu- 
facture of gas cost £720,256, and coal carbonized totalled 157,266 tons. 
The dividend on the Consolidated stock is 74°%, the same as for the 
previous year. 

Reading Gas Company.—lInterim dividends at statutory rates for 
the six months to June, 1944, were paid in September, and dividends 
at similar rates for the half-year to December 31, 1944, are to be paid 
on Mar. 1, less tax. Manufacture of gas during the year cost £372,938, 
and the income from gas sales was £312,953. Net revenue carried to 
profit and loss account was £51,362. 


Shotley Bridge and Consett District Gas Company.—Substantial 
increases in both revenue and expenditure are attributed to a great 
demand for gas and increased prices charged to meet the higher cost 
of coal, materials and various wage awards during the war years. 
Gas manufacture cost £22,878, and sales of gas yielded £31,824. 
Net profit was £6,748, and a dividend of 5% on the Consolidated 
stock leaves £314 to be carried forward, against £170 brought in. 

Southampton Gaslight and Coke Company.—The report states that 
the sales of gas in 1944 were the highest in the Company’s history, 
despite the many appeals for fuel economy. To meet the growing 
demand an order has been placed for a substantial extension of manu- 
facturing plant. The final dividend on Basic Ordinary stock is 2}%, 
making 5% for the year, the same as for 1943. Gas sales (11,181,484 
therms) yielded £594,127, compared with £565,425 in the previous 
year, while manufacturing costs were £555,866, against £487,268. 
Net profit was £118,611, compared with £130,534 in 1943. 

South Suburban Gas Company.—Sales of gas in 1944 showed an 
increase of 2.4% over 1943, but a reduction of 8% compared with 
1938. After allowing for cost of production, &c., the net revenue 
was £181,389, to which is added £13,969 interest on general invest- 
ments, and £47,449 brought forward from 1943. Revenue from gas 
sales was £1,423,043, rentals, £181,765; and sale of products, £571,430, 
Dividend on Ordinary stock is 5%, the same as for the previous year, 
and £47,595 is carried forward. 

Sunderland Gas Company.—The balance carried to net revenue 
account for the year to Dec. 31, 1944, is £19,309, and a final dividend 
of 3% makes 6% for the year. The Company made 4,559,449 therms 
of gas during the year and purchased 4,709,840 therms, and the total 
sales of 8,537,223 therms yielded £213,038. Manufacture and 
purchase of gas cost £203,372... Mr. C. C. Walmsley, General Manager 
and Secretary, has been elected to fill a vacancy on the Board, and has 
been appointed Managing Director. 

Swansea Gas Light Company.—Final Ordinary dividend at the rate 
of 3% per annum. Sales of gas and benzole for the year 1944 
amounted to £197,097, against £164,713 for the previous year, 
and manufacturing costs were £157,734 compared with £126,673. 
The report states that the Directors have had discussions with a gas-. . 
holding corporation. While the discussions were proceedings there 
was adopted a departmental policy in regard to the acquisition of the 
capital of a public utility undertaking by another similar undertaking, 
and in consequence the discussions were not pursued. 

Swindon United Gas Company.—With the lifting of the ban on 
the publication of statistics the Directors disclose the following 
particulars of gas made during the war years: 1939, 3,038,689 therms ; 
1940, 4,042,145 ; 1941, 4,938,823 ; 1942, 4,917,420; 1943, 5,029,643 ; 
1944, 5,974,453. Large extensions of plant have been completed 
during this period of growth and are now in full operation. Con- 
sumers have increased from 21,895 in 1939 to 22,554 in 1944, and total 
revenue has risen steadily from £158,025 to £411,630. The smaller 
undertakings supplied by the Swindon United Gas Company have 
progressed more or less at a similar rate, and negotiations are well 
advanced by the Company and the Swindon and District Gas Cor- 
poration to acquire further interests, which have been approved in 
principle by the Ministry of Fuel and Power. Net profit for 1944 
was £34,628, and the final dividend on Consolidated Ordinary stock 
makes 64% for the year, against 6% for 1943. During the war years 
coal prices have increased by 60% and labour costs by 56%, but the 
price charged for gas is only 124% up on pre-war figures, and the 
Directors hope soon to bein a position to review favourably the 
present rates charged. 

Yorktown (Camberley) and District Gas and Electricity Company.— 
There was an error in the Company’s dividend notification last 
week. The undivided profit forward should have been £4,217, and 
not £5,217. 


The Colonial Gas Association made a net profit of £82,746 for the 
year ended June 30, 1944, against £84,960 for the previous year, and 
has paid dividends of 8% on Preference shares and 5% on Ordinary 


shares. At the annual meeting at Melbourne, Sir Arthur Robinson 
stated that the already unsatisfactory coal situation had deteriorated, 
both as regards quality and quantity, while the price had increased. 
The yield of gas per ton was 3 to 4% lower than in the previous year, 
and this reduction in quality was calculated to have cost the Associa- 
tion some £6,000 in the year. Experiments in the gasification of brown 
coal had been undertaken, and if tests proved successful there would 
be substantial ground for the belief that raw brown coal might even- 
tually provide all the gas requirements of Victoria. Gas sales were 
down by 0.8°% due to a decline in the quantity required for munitions 
manufacture, but domestic consumption, both in the aggregate and 
per consumer, had increased. The subsidiary gas undertakings 
showed an all-round increase of 11.5% in gas sales. 


Pegson, Ltd., the manufacturers of Pegson-Telsmith screens and 
quarry plants, the Pegson-Barco road ripper, Pegson-Marlow pumps, 
and the Pegson rammer, are moving their offices from their works 
at Coalville to 7, Iddesleigh House, Caxton Street, Westminster, 
London, S.W. 1. The new telephone number is Abbey 2373, and the 
telegraphic address “‘Melbrom, Sowest, London.” 












Housing Developments 


By TOM BROWN, Chairman, Domestic Heat Services Committee 


HEN I was asked to tell you about the work of the Domestic 

Heat Services Committee, I agreed to do so in the hope that 

when I came to speak to you our Kitchen Planning Exhibition 
would have been launched, and the problems of reorganization at 
headquarters and within the national bodies with which my Committee 
has been so intimately concerned would be showing signs of resolving 
themselves. I therefore accepted your kind invitation because I felt 
it would be appropriate to give you a report of the work of the 
Domestic Heat Services Committee, and to tell you how it grew up, its 
present position, its problems arising from the Government Housing 
Schemes, its contacts with several Government departments and the 
work which it must do in the future. Equally important is the oppor- 
tunity it gives for a discussion on some of these important problems, 
and how best we can serve you in the Domestic Heat Services Com- 
mittee. I should point out that in all I say this afternoon I am speaking 
in a personal capacity, and not officially on behalf of the Domestic 
Heat Services Committee or of the British Gas Council, of which it is 
to be a standing committee. 

We began in quite a modest way in the spring of 1943, but we 
soon realized that if we were going to do our job properly, our scope 
would have to be considerably widened and the Committee made as 
representative as possible. In September, 1943, our Committee was 
given the title of the Domestic Heat Services Committee, and our 
terms of reference defined as— 


“To give practical application in a co-ordinated manner to 
the work of the various central Committees within the Industry 
covering all domestic uses of gas and coke, and to guide the 
advocacy and use of domestic gas and coke appliances. peter 


We summarize the position now by saying that the Committee is 
the central standing committee of the Industry dealing with all uses 
of gas and coke in the home, and it has been accepted by the various 
Ministries as the central point of contact for that purpose. 

I suppose, with the publicity being given to our Kitchen Planning 
Exhibition at Dorland Hall, that it is inevitable that it may be thought 
that the exhibition has been our main job. While it has been an 
important, and, I hope you will think, a very useful job, it has for 
many months past been a part only, and not the greater part, of our 
work. To say this is not to detract in any way from the enormous 
amount of work which has fallen upon a devoted few in connexion 
with the exhibition. It was fortunate that the Committee had got 
thoroughly into its stride by the beginning of last year, because all our 
preliminary work in connexion with the exhibition and contact with 
Government departments led naturally into the developments which 
then started to take shape in connexion with the rehousing schemes. 
We were in at the beginning. 

You will observe that the domestic uses of coke as well as of gas 
are covered in our terms of reference, and I attach considerable 
importance to this. I certainly think coke must play a much more 
important part in our economy and in our trading policy in the future 
than it has done in the past. 


Geographical Representation 


We have found that the inclusion of all interests concerned on the 
Committee has facilitated and unified our work enormously. What 
we lack is geographical representation, and particularly full district 
representation. We did our best to secure this in 1943, but conditions 
were exceptional then, and it was understandable that people in the 
provinces wanted a respite from meetings and not an addition to them. 
For some time past I have been pressing for more district represen- 
tation and for fuller and more authoritative backing, and these are 
now being secured through the newly formed British Gas, Council, 
representing the National Gas Council and the British Commercial 
Gas Association in one joint governing body for the Industry. The 
commercial development work to be undertaken falls naturally under 
three main headings—Domestic Heat Services, Industrial Heat Services, 
and Publicity and Public Relations. I feel sure we all rejoice at the 
arrangements which have now been made to unify the Industry, and 
that under the leadership of Mr. Sylvester, Chairman of the British 
Gas Council, we will be able to go on from strength to strength. The 
Domestic Heat Services Committee, with representative membership 
and authoritative backing, can I am sure, with your help and guidance, 
serve you well. Pre-war the domestic consumption of gas was some- 
where about 70% of the whole, so that we have a large and important 
field to cover. 

May I now take you back to September, 1943. Early in our 
deliberations we invited Miss Jane Drew, F.R.I.B.A., to act as our 
Consultant Architect. Miss Drew has a very high professional 
reputation as one of the younger women architects; in collaboration 
with her we mapped out a plan of campaign, and soon began to realize 
that we could made a serious contribution to the problem, and show 
the place gas should occupy in the modern home. Now I certainly 
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do not want to suggest that a large proportion of housewives can, for 
a number of years to come, have kitchens so ideally suited to their 
purposes as those we show. _ I hope you will agree in view of the public 
interest in housing that the exhibition is a necessary venture, and 
demonstrates that gas is the modern, flexible, and convenient fuel for 
the home—and when I say gas, I include gas-coke. I look back with 
interest to some of our work with Miss Drew in late 1943 in connexion 
with the planning of the domestic heat services, much of which is now 
being incorporated as standard practice. We pursued our enquiries 
as widely as possible, and among other things, with the support of the 
Government departments concerned, we sent Miss Drew to America 
early in 1944 to see what was being done there, and what plans they had 
in mind in this connexion. I hope, too, you will find our 64-page 
exhibition brochure useful. 


Government Housing Programme 


Everything seemed to be going nicely when quite suddenly in the 
middle of December, 1943, and into these very domestic affairs, there 
came an announcement from the Ministry of Works of a proposed 
housing programme, and a request for a plan to be submitted in a 
few days of suitable gas equipment for installation in certain experi- 
mental and demonstration houses to be erected at Northolt as fore- 
runners of the programme. Similar requests were being made to the 
coal and electrical industries. A special meeting of the Domestic 
Héat Services Committee was immediately called to consider the 
matter. This was the first occasion in this connexion that a Govern- 
ment department had approached the Gas Industry, but from this 
point onwards liaison became more and more necessary and more 
and more to our mutual advantage in solving some of the difficult 
problems which began to arise. The invitation came suddenly, but it 
did not find us unprepared. We began in a modest way, perhaps 
only half conscious that we were in fact part of the broad embryonic 
stirrings, occurring in that year 1943, which we now know will bear 
fruit in the great rehousing schemes to come. 

In February, 1943, the Government had announced in a White 
Paper a policy for “‘the training of craftsmen in the building industry.” 
The policy was based on the assumption that a post-war reconstruction 
programme to cover ten or twelve years would require the forming 
of a labour force within the building industry of some 14 million men. 
And it was thought that about another 4,000,000 men would be found 
employment indirectly in the preparation of materials and the pro- 
vision of essential subsidiary services. The training could not, of 
course, begin until the war was over, but the Government declared 
its intention to set up a headquarters organization in the very near 
future, and Ministers were instructed to proceed witht he adjustment 
of plans for the supply of raw materials, house designs, and the broader 
problems of town and country planning. 

I think I might mention that I feel that it is a fairly safe guess that 
the Government, though they did not say so, were in fact endeavouring 
to kill several birds with one stone. It is true that there would be a 
housing problem after the war; there was one already. And there 
would also be a demobilization problem; everybody knew that too. 
But above all else there might in the course of time be an unemployment 
problem. And as it is so widely thought that fixed capital investment 
regulated in volume from time to time is the sure means of controlling 
variations in the volume of employment, and therefore of securing 
full employment, about which we now hear so much, then not a brace 
of birds, but three, no less, and big ones too, were being carried off in 
one White Paper bag. 

This, of course, was just a high light. Much work was going on 
behind the scenes. The Central Housing Committee of the Ministry 
of Health had set up in 1942 a Committee on the Design of Dwellings 
to recommend better designs for post-war homes of every kind— 
family houses, flats, terrace-houses, cottages. So that those concerned 
might know exactly what women themselves wanted, they had asked 
the Standing Joint Committee of Working Women’s Organizations 
and other women’s associations all over the country to give their 
ideas on what the perfect house should be. This just illustrates how 
active, below the surface, the whole problem of post-war housing 
seemed to be, and how urgently necessary it was for the Gas Industry 
to keep in step. For there were other Committees deliberating on 
House Construction ; the use of Standards in Building; Rural Housing 
—and I am sure a good many others which you know of and probably 
have served upon or given evidence to. And of course behind all 
these there was a background of much broader investigation—the 
Barlow Report on the Distribution of the Industrial Population, 
published in 1940; the Scott Report on Land Utilization in Rural 
Areas, published in 1942; and the Uthwatt Report on Compensation 
and Betterment, published in 1942. 

During the months of 1943 following the White Paper on the 
training of craftsmen in the building industry, reports and an- 
nouncements major and minor followed one another in resoundful 
succession. There were lots of smaller straws in the wind, but among 
the larger ones there was the decision of the Executive Committee of 
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The post-war kitchen fully equipped, shown above, is on 
view at 7, Stratford Place, London, W.1 (opposite Bond Street 
Tube Station). 


Inspection of this kitchen, which has many features of special 
interest, is invited. Plans and a model are also on view. 


Radiation Ltd. 


RADIATION HOUSE Showrooms & London Office: 
Aston, Birmingham, 6 7, STRATFORD PLACE, W.! 





GAS JOURNAL 


February 21, 1945 


4 


ees 


ae 


Pee ae ee 





February 21, 1945 


ithe Labour Party to put forward major proposals to the Annual 
Conference at Whitsuntide; there was a Building Congress in July 
gy > by the Building. Industries’ National Council, at which 

Mr. Attlee, Mr. Ernest Brown, and Lord Portal made announcements 
and took part; and in October Mr. Ernest Brown, addressing the 
National Housing and Town Planning Conference, told us just how 
far the housing schemes had progressed, and how intimately he 
was keeping in touch with the local authorities. And then on 
Jan. 15, 1944, a section of the national Press came out with ““Peace 
Homes Ready Soon—12 Going up Near London. Ina short time, 
said Lord Woolton, the Ministers of Health and Works will 
invite local authorities to look at the result of their research in practical 
form.” 


The Northolt Houses 

Those were the Northolt houses. It was these houses going up at 
Northolt which had caused a special meeting of the Domestic Heat 
Services Committee to be called a month previously in December, 
1943, to make recommendations in respect of gas supply and installa- 
tions. It had then been agreed that the Domestic Heat Services 
Committee was the proper body to handle the matter in that all the 
various interests, including coke, were represented. At the same time 
kitchen plans were already under consideration in respect of the 
exhibition, and nine alternative schemes for low income groups had 
already been prepared. 

This decision was endorsed a year later by Mr. Sylvester when, 
referring to the Northolt estate, he told the British Gas Federation 
Council that from the beginning the Gas Light and Coke Company 
had realized that such an experiment would have a material effect on 
gas supply generally, and had therefore decided not to handle it as an 
individual undertaking, but to leave the Domestic Heat Services 
Committee free to deal with the matter on a national basis; and he 
expressed the hope that if similar experiments occurred in other parts 
of the country, undertakers would not attempt to deal with them 
individually, but would put the work through the Domestic Heat 
Services Committee. 

It was decided, therefore, to get out recommendations and capital 
and running costs. For running costs it was hoped that the Industry 
would endeavour to agree on a standard arrangement. As the 
method of charge presented some difficulty in quoting to a Government 
department in competition with other fuel industries, it was urged 
that the Gas Industry must consider carefully and urgently the question 
of flat rate and two-part tariff. 

A report was submitted to the Ministry of Works within a few 
days. But by Jan. 5, 1944, new plans and drawings of two further 
types of demonstration houses came before the Committee with a 
further request for recommendations, and much discussion and nego- 
tiation ensued. By March 30 a final report was ready and it was 
sent to Sir Hugh Beaver the next day, copies going also to the Chairmen 
of the B.C.G.A. Districts, advising them on the recommendations and 
inviting comments. Two types were suggested, an all-gas house and 
a gas-coke house—the latter involving a coke boiler for winter water 
heating and a coke fire plus portable gas heater for living-room 
heating, gas to be used for all other services as in the gas house. 
However, less than a month later, on April 21, at a meeting at the 
Ministry of Works, the Industry’s representatives were presented with 
further revised plans for the two Northolt terrace-type houses, and in 
fact asked for a decision there and then on the equipment which should 
be installed. As this provided a suitable opportunity to make recom- 
mendations in the light of the comments received from the Districts, 
and as the flue arrangements were appreciably different from previous 
designs, the Industry’s representattves asked for a few days to consider 
the problem with the help of other members of the Domestic Heat 
Services Committee. And so another report went forward to the 
Ministry. 

During these weeks Watson House had built two mock-up kitchens 
to show just how the appliances would look, and to investigate a 
number of new technical problems associated with the building in of 
equipment. By June 5 several Ministry of Works officials had visited 
Watson House, and on June 9 Mr. C. J. Mole, at that time Deputy 
Director of Works, inspected the mock-ups and gave his approval to 
the scheme for the all-gas house. Revisions were, however, required 
in the gas-coke house; the Ministry proposed to enclose the coke 
boiler, leaving only the front open to the room, and suggested that 
an openable stove should be used instead. My Committee, however, 
decided to retain the coke boiler, and several methods of building-in 
were demonstrated to the Ministry before final agreement was reached. 
There were also problems in respect of the wash boiler, laundry 
arrangements, cooker and water heater installations, and the fact 
that suitable gas fires were not yet available. Also there was the 
general matter of appliance prices, as manufacturers were tending 
to increase their original estimates, and this would not be to the 
advantage of the Industry vis-a-vis the Ministries. 

During the next few months almost constant contact with 
the Ministries was maintained, and it was not until September that 
final thorough reviews of the appliances, now actually being installed, 
were made. The demonstration houses, as you will know, were 
opened on Sept. 23, 1944. It should be pointed out that the two 

“Gas Industry” houses at Northolt were not designed by the Gas 
Industry ; they were built to the Ministry,of Works plans, and equipped 
so far as the heating services are concerned on the lines we would 
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recommend for houses of this design. I think it is true to say that 
the two Gas Industry houses were well received. < 


Prefabricated Emergency Houses 


While we were busy, very busy, designing and planning the exhibition 
models and submitting one report after another to Government 
departments on the Northolt houses, there came a request early in 
May, 1944, for a report to be made to the Ministry of Works by the 
Domestic Heat Services Committee on the factory-made emergency 
house at the Tate Gallery. 

A comprehensive report was ready and went forward to Sir Hugh 
Beaver, Director-General at the Ministry of Works, on June 6. But 
this proved to be only the beginning. Thereafter many further reports 
and recommendations were submitted, many consultations and inter- 
views were held and many letters were written. The proposed pre- 
fabricated kitchen unit in the prototype house and generally the 
problems surrounding the installation of gas in post-war housing 
schemes became the prime preoccupation of the Committee. Some of 
the problems are still not settled, and quite obviously many more 
problems, big and small, will face us in the future. In this case, too, 
full-scale models of the kitchen unit were set up at Watson House. 

In this first report of June 6 and in negotiations thereafter, we tried 
valiantly to persuade the Ministry to remove the gas meter from under 
the sink, where it might be damaged or corroded by cleaning materials 
or wet cloths, and give it equal preference with the electric meter. 
We tried valiantly also to have the gas and electricity services both 
brought in at the same points, not only so that the two meters would 
be in proximity, which would obviously be to the convenience of the 
consumer, but so as to rearrange the installation pipes, which seemed 
clumsy and unsightly and even unnecessarily elaborate in serving 
the meter under the sink. Further we urged that opportunity be given 
for detailed discussion on the question of pipe run and the like: for 
instance, by introducing a.service governor it would be possible 
to omit governors on the individual appliances and thus effect savings 
in total costs. Also the type and size of the meter might be modified, 
while where the meter is of a prepayment type, which, of course, 
would be usual, it might be desirable to fit a pressure cut-off. 
Then we made very considerable recommendations in respect of 
ventilation covering the appropriate sizes of flues and air ducts, the 
likely rate of air-change in such an unusual structure, condensation, 
and generally on the flow of air through the house—alternative 
schemes, some as yet untried to any extent, being suggested. And 
then there was the whole problem of space heating and its relationship 
to flues and ventilation. Quite a serious position for our Industry you 
will agree—especially when you consider what far-reaching reper- 
cussions large numbers of these prefabricated houses might have 
upon the habits and therefore upon the prejudices and choices of 
their prospective tenants. 


Summer Water Heating 


And, of course, tied up with this there was the problem of summer 
water heating, which has given my Committee so much worry, and 
which even now is not finally settled. Now to use an openable stove 
for water heating in the summer or even for baths only would be 
extremely unpleasant in this type of house. Some alternative to the 
solid fuel fire for water heating in summer is therefore essential in 
these houses, and the Ministry had already decided on an electric 
immersion heater so arranged as to heat only a small proportion of 
the water in the cylinder. Such an arrangement gives totally inade- 
quate service for baths, and may also lead to considerable 
waste and expense when supplying the sink. It was pointed out to 
the Ministry, who have in fact been repeatedly reminded since of our 
recommendation, that various alternative gas water-heating appliances 
are available to give better service, and that for this particular lay-out 
a small instantaneous multipoint heater would provide one gallon of 
hot water at the sink or wash basin in less than one minute and twenty 
gallons for bath in about a quarter of an hour. It would give 160 
gallons at 140°F. per week for a consumption of about 2} therms, and 
the higher standard of 260 gallons recommended by the D.S.LR. 
Heating and Ventilation Committee for 4 therms per week. 

The problem was, of course, largely one of ventilation, though the 
capital cost was also probably important—at least these were used as 
arguments. However, on June 21 a further report went to the Ministry 
of Works recommending ventilation and summer water heating 
systems to give complete hot-water services to sink, bath, and wash 
basin, comprising either a small multipoint or a storage heater, 
or acirculator, quoting prices for bulk supply. By October the position 
had not improved. It was reported that the Ministry had turned 
down gas summer water heating on the grounds that they had been 
quoted, not by my Committee, uncompetitive therms for gas water- 
heating equipment. A further letter was therefore sent to the Ministry 
on Oct. 17, regretting their apparent decision and restating the case 
for gas water heating, and showing that the cost of gas equipment was 
much lower than the Ministry had stated. And a yet further report 
was sent on Dec. 4, giving performance data of a small multipoint 
heater, the simplicity of connexion with the existing plumbing unit, 
and recommending ventilation through the wall and not through the 
roof as hitherto. There have been no further developments except 
that further interviews have been sought. 

Another matter which gave us concern at one stage was with regard 
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to’the refrigerator. Suffice it to say that the technical work of Mr. 
Holliday and Mr. Chandler put us in a position where we were able 
to hold our own, and get reversed the decision which had previously 
been reached on this matter. Having mentioned names | think 
| should say at this point how indebted I feel the Industry is to the 
yeoman efforts of Mr. Holliday and his staff at Watson House, where 
a very great deal of work indeed has been done. 

And then there is the question of the cut-off. No doubt we have 
to assume that prepayment meters will be installed in the majority of 
cases—consumers usually prefer them and desire to pay as they go. 
The question then arises whether with continuous burning appliances 
a cut-off should be fitted. Of course in respect of the refrigerator 
we are in no different a position, so far as intermittency and the 
possibility of food spoilage is concerned, than the electric refrigerator 
supplied by a prepayment meter if it is allowed to run out. Another 
alternative, of course, would be to fit ordinary meters on, say, monthly 
accounts, : 

You may also be fantiliar with a type of prepayment meter which is 
available, which has certain alterations made to the prepayment 
mechanism and valve box in order to allow a quantity of measured 
gas at a low rate to pass the outlet when the main valve has closed, 
the rate of flow being controlled by means of a restricting screw. 
On a specimen meter which I had the opportunity of having examined 
recently, the screw was adjusted to allow a by-pass rate of 6¥ cu.ft. 
per hour at 4.2 in. w.G. With the meter set at 10 cu.ft. a penny, the 
consumer prepays for 180 cu.ft. of gas before starting to get full gas 
rate. When the full amount paid for has been used, a further “‘safety 
reserve” of approximately 670 cu.ft. of measured gas is allowed to 
pass through the meter at the low rate of 64 cu.ft. per hour, and this 
would have to be paid for by inserting the appropriate coins (at the 
setting in question somewhere about 7s.) before continuing the supply. 


Freedom of Choice 


But thesé are matters of detail compared with some of the problems 
raised by the publication in November, 1944, by H.M. Stationery 
Office of ‘‘Temporary Accommodation—Memorandum for the 
Guidance of Local Authorities.” In an interview at the Ministry of 
Health on Nov. 1, 1944, for the purpose of pressing upon the Ministry 
the predominant use of gas cookers prior to the war when there was 
freedom of choice, reference was made to this publication, which at 
that moment had not yet been issued. We were given an advance 
copy, and we were told that the Ministry would be glad of the co- 
operation of my Committee in keeping gas undertakings informed 
as far as possible. The memorandum gave rise to many problems, 
and therefore a special meeting of the Committee was called to discuss 
the points, followed by a meeting with representatives of all the London 
undertakings with the object of trying to reach some preliminary 
uniformity of practice and of terms in regard to mains, services and 
internal installation work. 

On Dec. 15 a preliminary circular letter on some of the difficulties 
with which the Committee had been faced and on some of the points 
raised by the official memorandum went out to all gas undertakings. 
It urged them that if temporary houses are to be erected in their 
districts and they had not already discussed the fuel arrangements 
with the local authorities, they should do so immediately in order to 
state the case for gas, as the Ministries had left the decision as to 
whether gas.or electric cookers are to be installed to local authorities, 
and the cooker was to be the key to the type of fuel installation. We 
at headquarters had fought a long battle to reach even this point. 
We had succeeded in persuading the Ministries that gas had its 
rightful part to play, and they had decided that, as the appliances in 
the kitchen must be considered as a unit for prefabrication purposes, 
that unit could be either gas or electricity according to the consumer’s 
choice of a gas or an electric cooker. As pre-war choice favoured gas 
cookers in the proportion of 9 to 1, you can understand that we were 
not unhappy about this decision. ‘ 

Knowing that the memorandum “Temporary Accommodation” 
had been issued to local authorities early in November, we had sent 
out a circular letter to all undertakings on Nov. 11 asking them to 
make it clear to their local authority just what was the relative pre-war 
preference for gas and electric cookers in their area, and urging that 
the post-war preference could not be markedly different. But during 
November and December letters came from a number of undertakings 
pointing out that some local authorities seemed to be making arbitrary 
decisions in favour of electricity, and it was for this reason, therefore, 
that our circular letter and notes went out on Dec. 15. The circular 
gave information of what we had been trying to do at headquarters, 
and it also gave advice on the calculation of running costs based on 
the fuel efficiencies circular which had gone out in the summer, and 
on other points such as summer water heating, meters, governors, 
installation pipes, &c. And it promised further particulars in respect 
of mains, services and installation work. 


Uniformity of Charge 


As I have said, in London an effort was being made to get some 
uniformity of charges in respect of mains, services and installation 
work, and it was for this reason that a ‘meeting had been called of the 
London undertakings on Dec. 1. There have been several meetings 
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since. In our acgotiations with Government departments it would 
obviously be in the Industry’s interest if uniform charges could be 
quoted at least in respect of the services and installation work of the 
temporary bungalows. At the first meeting it was seen how diversely 
even the London undertakings build up their charges for the laying 
of the services and the fitting of the appliances. The cost of laying 
mains, of course, varies from job to job; but it can at least now be 
claimed that there is approximate uniformity of ultimate charge in 
respect of services even though the build-up may be different. And in 
respect of installation work tentatively a uniform figure has been 
agreed upon. It will be obvious that if some uniformity of this kind 
could be secured the Industry would have a clear-cut case, and it is to 
be hoped that the Districts have accepted the advice of my Committee 
to endeavour to arrive at regional uniformity. 

But you will see that all this throws a very heavy burden on those 
of us at Gas Industry House who are trying to look after the interests 
of the Industry, and also to deal with day-to-day correspondence 
which arises both from our circular letters and from undertakings 
up and down the country who, finding difficulty in their negotiations, 
write in to headquarters seeking information on general policy and on 
what other undertakings are doing, and advice on what they themselves 
should do. All this is, of course, excellent, and is as it should be. 
If the Industry is to have a unified policy, which it must have if it is 
going to co-operate with Government departments and at the same 
time face strong post-war competition, then undertakings should 
both give to and seek information from headquarters. We must, 
therefore, have a suitable organization and adequate staff to deal 
with these problems. This is both urgent and imperative. 


The Matter of ‘‘Site’’ 


Let us take for instance the difficulty which has arisen over the 
interpretation of the word “‘site’” in the memorandum ‘Temporary 
Accommodation”—remembering that if in such cases action is not 
taken quickly and an appeal made by headquarters to the Ministry 
concerned, an irrevocable decision by a local authority may mean 
that several hundred houses in that area will be lost with all the far- 
reaching consequences that will certainly ensue. 

In this particular question of the interpretation of ‘‘site’” we have 
kept in close touch with the Ministry of Health, which, as you know, 
is the controlling Ministry in this matter. The point of view of the 
Ministry of Health is that so far as that Department is concerned they 
are anxious that local authorities, when choosing whether gas or 
electricity should be used for cookers, wash boilers, &c., in their 
temporary houses, should have careful regard to the relative costs of 
these services to the tenant, and should, wherever practicable, have 
before them statements of the estimated cost to tenants by the two 
undertakings. Inthe memorandum on “‘Temporary Accommodation” 
issued by the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Works for the 
guidance of local authorities, it was pointed out that all houses on one 
site must have either gas or electricity for the cookers, wash boilers, 
&c., and the Ministry of Health have given a definite ruling that there 
can be no departure from this principle, save possibly in the case of 
sites so large that they are developed in separate sections, as, for 
example, if a site is to contain a large number of houses there might 
be blocks with, say, 50 or 100 houses in each block, served by either 
gas or electricity. The point of view of the Ministry of Health is 
based on the interests of national economy, while at the same time 
desiring to give consumers a certain freedom of choice—for it is the 
consumer who must pay the running costs. Obviously there is here a 
latent incompatibility if the interpretation of the word “site” is not 
somewhat liberal. If the meaning of “‘site’’ were limited to the area 
of one house, then there would be complete freedom of choice for 
the consumer ; if the meaning of “‘site’’ comprised the whole of a large 
area there would be no freedom of choice for anybody within that 
area. That I suggest, other things being equal, would be undue 
interference with democratic freedom and liberty. Somewhere 
between these two extremes the line should be drawn. Where should 
this be? 

Whatever may be the meaning of “‘site’” for other purposes, quite 
obviously when considering the relative claims of gas and electricity, 
each site, unless it is very small, should be divided economically into 
two parts. And these two parts should be roughly proportionate to 
the relative preferences which consumers are estimated to have for 
gas and electric cookers. As electricity is to go into all houses, no 
special electricity mains cost arises. As gas is only to go into a 
proportion of the houses, they should be those houses which are to be 
erected nearest to the present position of gas mains already laid. 
And, of course, if the new houses are to be erected on an old building 
site which already possesses gas and electricity mains, the houses 
could be dotted about the site almost indiscriminately so long as in 
total number they do not exceed their just proportion of the whole. 
No argument can be made against this on the grounds of national 
economy; what has been said is in fact based upon the grounds of 
national economy. 


(To be continued ) 
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Products Prices—Stocks and Shares 


The London Market Feb. 19. 


There are no changes to report in the prices | 


of Coal Tar Products. 


Feb. 18, 1944, S. R. & O. 1944, No. 172; 
operative from March 1, and S. R. & O. 1944, 
No. 988, part 1, operative from Oct. 1, 1944, 
Carbolic acid, 60’s, anthracene, creosote oil 


Control of Benzole and Coal Spirit Order, | (hydrogenation), coal tar oils (timber preserva- 


1944 (S.R. & O. 1944, No. 172), is in force.* 


By this Order the price of Motor Benzole | 


tion, &c.), and strained anthracene oil con- |” 
| trolled by the Coal Tar Products Prices Order, || 


is fixed at 2s. per gallon. The Order also} 1943, dated Oct. 20, 1943 (S. R. & O. 1943, 


lays down the method of evaluating Crude | 


Benzole, and calls for periodical returns to the 
Ministry of Fuel and Power from all pro- 
ducers of Crude and Refined Benzole. 


No. 1528), operative from Nov. 15, 1943, 
Naphthalene now controlled under S. R. & O. 
1944, No. 1051, operative from Sept. 22, 


Control of Toluene (No. 4) Order, 1944(S. R. eicg 


& O. 1944, No. 170), contains an amendment 
of the Control of Toluene (No. 3) Order, 1943. 
Attention is called to the Control of Benzole 
and Coal Spirit (No. 2) Order, 1944 (S. R. 
& O., No. 988). 
Coal Tar Products Prices (No. 2) Order, 
1944 (S. R. & 


O., 1944, No. 1051), allows 
increases in the maximum prices for all forms 


* In regard to pitch and crude tar prices we would 
ask readers to refer to the editorial note on p. 396 of 
the “JourNnaL” for Sept.*10, 1941. 


Scotland Feb. 17. 


Demand continues regular with prices 
unchanged. Refined tar:* Yield to Distillers 
is 44d. per gallon ex Works, naked. Creosote 
oil: Timber preserving quality,* 54d. to 64d. ; 


of Naphthalene. h : oars ‘. : A Sa 
: ydrogenation oil,* 5¢d.; low gravity or virgin 
Spirit (Nar 2) Onde ee ont Of Benaole and Coal | oil,+ 74d. to 74d.; benzole absorbing oil,* 64d. 
c to 8d. per gallon. Refined cresylic acid* is 
The Provinces Feb. 19. 3s. 6d. to 4s. 6d. per gallon ex Works, naked, 

The average prices of gas-works products according to quality. Crude naphthat: 64d. 
during the week were : Pitch and Crude Tar,* to 7d. per gallon. Solvent naphtha*: Basic 
Toluole, naked, North, 90’s, 2s. to 2s. 24d., | Prices delivered in bulk, 90/160 grade, 2s. 8d., 
pure, 2s. 9d. (now controlled by S. R. & O,/ and 90/190 Heavy naphtha, Unrectified, 
1944, No. 988, operative from Sept. 1, 1944, | 1s. 10}d.; Rectified, 2s. 2d. per gallon. Pyri- 
Benzole and Coal Spirit, also Coal Tar Naphtha | dinet: 90/160 grade, 13s., and 90/140 grade, 

and Xylole, are now controlled by the Control 15s. per gallon. 

of Benzole and Coal Spirit Order, 1944, dated * Price controlled. 


The volume of business in the Gas Market 
was a little heavier last week, and it will be 
seen that a number of issues were marked 
x.d. while most of the movements were in an 
upward direction. The event of the week was 
the Gas Light increased dividend announce- 
ment, 5% against 4% for 1943, and the stock 
rose 6d. on Thursday to 23s., and a further 
44d. on Friday. Commercial, however, reacted 
5 to 624 on the publication of the accounts 
and the Press references to the Chairman’s 
statement which accompanied them. The 
latter clearly indicates the causes which have led 
up to the Company’s present unfortunate 
financial position. 

The following is a list of the price changes 
for the week ending Thursday last: 

PROVINCIAL EXCHANGES 
Chester Ord. (x.d.) ... ee -| 105—109 » Feb. 5 
Newcastle Units (x.d.) 
Ditto 4 p.c. Pref. (x.d.) 
Preston ‘‘A’’ (x.d.) 
» id) 


+t Uncontrolled. 


OFFICIAL LIST 


Alliance & Dublin Ord. i bad 
Bournemouth 4 p.c. Deb. ... os! 
British 4 p.c. Deb. hae ml 
Cardiff Ord. (x.d.) 

Commercial Ord. 

Croydon max. div. ... 

East Surrey ‘‘B’’ (x.d.) 

Gas Light Units aa 

Ditto 3} p.c. Red. Deb. 

Liverpool Ord. (x.d.) 

Montevideo Ord. mite ss 
South Metropolitan Ord. (x.d.) 
Ditto 6 p.c. Pref. (x.d. i 
Ditto 4 p.c. Pref. (x.d. 6 
Ditto 3 p.c. Deb. pd cin io 
Swansea 54 p.c. Red. Pref. (x.d.) ... 
Tottenham Ord. RES ait atl 
United Kingdom 34 p.c. Red. Deb. 
Wandsworth Cons. (x.d.) ... she 
Ditto 4 p.c. Pref. (x.d.) 
Watford Ord. (x.d.) ... 





119—124 


SUPPLEMENTARY LIST 


Cambridge Cons. ‘‘B’’ (x.d.) 


, ba 143 
East Surrey 6 p.c. Cum. Pref. (x.d.) 


138— 
132—135 120—125 
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(Director, B. T. King, A.I.M.E., 


Victorla Street, London, E.C. 4.-- Phone: City 616! 


If you nesil 


PRESSURE 


DIECASTINGS 
in Zine Base Alloy 


enquire of GELLS PRESSURE CASTINGS 
215 Tyburn Road, Erdington 
Birmingham, 24 
Telephone EAST 1008 


MANSFIELD, 


jh 6 8 


& TILES} 


| Engine and 14 in .Valves, by Messrs. R. 


Formerly Die-Casting Department of H. GILL STAMPINGS Limited 


UNDERPRESSURE |= 


NOTTS. 


C.1. TEES, PLUG CAPS 
Main BAGGING DEVICE 


> Cte, 


“K LEENOFF” 


—THE COOKER CLEANER 


Tins for Sale to Consumers. 


OXIDE OF IRON. 
SPENT OXIDE BOUGHT. 


BALE & CHURCH, LTD. 


33, ST. MARY AT HILL, LONDON, E.C.3 


Telegrams 
* Balefire, London.’ 


‘PLANT &c. 


FIRTH BLAKELEY, — & Co., LTD. 
Vulcan Ironworks, Church Fenton, 
Yorks. 


MAN UFACTURERS of Gas- 

holders, Tanks, Condensers, Purifiers, 
Scrubbers, Washers, and every description of 
Gas Plant. 

Sole Makers of the “‘P.M” semi-water Gas Plant. 
Telegrams : ‘*Blakeleys, Church Fenton.” 
Telephone: Barkston Ash 234 and 235 (Private 
Branch Exchange). Code : - Bentleys.” 


ROBERT DEMPSTER & SONS, 
LTD., ELLAND, Builders of CARBONIZING 
| PLANTS, both Horizontal and Vertical. Manu- 
|facturers of CONDENSERS, PURIFIERS, GAS- 
HOLDERS, &c., also every description of COAL 
land COKE HANDLING PLANT. Telegrams: 
“Dem Elland.” Telephone: Elland 
2241. 2242 and 2243 


PLANT &c. FOR SALE & ‘WANTED 


In Bulk for Works Uas 


Telephone : 
Mansion House | 156 








*PHONE 98 Sramus. 

| FOR SALE.—Briggs Vertical Gas Fired Boiler, 

6. ft. 6 in. by 3 ft.; 30 h.p. H.S. Enclosed Steam 
| Engine; Calorifier, 7 ft. by 3 ft.; Marshall Horizontal 
| Steam Engine, 10 in. by 14 in.; Cylindrical Tank, 17 ft. 

Rectangular Tank, 26 ft. by 10 ft. by 8 ft. 
HARRY H. Garpam & Co., Lrp., STAINEs. 

R SALE. —$0,000 cu. ft. per ‘hour Steam-driven 
EXHAUSTER 36 in. by 36 in. TS with 
& J. Dempster. 
| In good working order, being replaced by larger machine. 
Can be seen by appointment. Offers to D. T. Livesey, 


Patent Agent) | WANTED.—TEST ¢ GAS HOLDER. Capacity 53 
146a, Queen 


to rr cu.ft. In good condition. 


Write No. 9403, “Gas 


Esher, Surrey. 


JourRNAL,” 51, High Street, 








GAS JOURNAL 


APPOINTMENTS VACANT 


'ANTED.—ASSISTANT (indoor) for Sales rt- 
ment of Gas Appliance Manufacturers. pply 
stating Age, Experience and Salary required to The 
Sales Manager, The Parkinson Stove Co., Ltd., Stechford, 
Birmingham, 9. 


TANTED.—Mains and Service layers; 86s. 8d. for 





APPOINTMENTS VACANT (ctd.) 


LINCOLNSHIRE GAS MANAGER 


WORKING, MANAGER required 8 million Gas 

Company in Lincolnshire. £2 per annum 
(including War Bonus), with house, fuel and light. Apply 
(stating National Service position and when available) 




















ASSISTANT 







February 21, 1945 


APPOINTMENTS VACANT (ctd. ) 
















for Colonial 


ENGINEER pears 
Gas-Works of 300 million cu.ft. make. Applicants 
to kindly state previous Training and Experience. Apply 
No. 9406, “Gas JourNAL,”’ 51, High Street, Esher, Surrey. 














47-hour week. Gas Industry conditions. 
Apply to N. B. Thompson, Engineer and General 
Manager, North Cheshire and District Gas Company, 
Raglan Street, Hyde, Cheshire. 


to Box 752, 191, Gresham House, London, E.C. 2. 














COUNTY BOROUGH OF OLDHAM 


TEMPORARY ASSISTANT CHEMIST—GAS 
DEPARTMENT 


PPLICATIONS are invited for the a: it 
of a TEMPORARY ASSISTANT CHEMIST 
from qualified Chemists or Fuel Technologists. 

The position is graded £285-£315 per annum, plus 
cost-of-living bonus as determined by the Council (at 
present 23s. per week). The commencing Salary will be 
according to qualifications. 

Candidates should state their position under the 
Essential Works Order, and should indicate how soon 
they anticipate they could secure their release in the event 
of their appointment. 

Conditions relating to appointments should be obtained 
from the Gas Engineer and General Manager, and appli- 
cations endorsed ‘““Temporary Assistant Chemist,” stating 
Age, Qualifications and particulars of Training, accom- 
panied by copies of three recent Testimonials, should be 
forwarded to him at the Gas Offices, Greaves Street, 
Oldham, and received not later than first post of Thursday, 
March 1, 1945. 

Canvassing or submitting Testimonials from members 
of the Council, or of any Committee appointed by the 




















































Revised. 
COUNTY COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF 
LANARK 




















(Gas UNDERTAKING) 
DISTRIBUTION ENGINEER 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the position of 
A DISTRIBUTION ENGINEER in the Gas Under- 
taking. 

Candidates must be duly qualified in all branches of 
Gas Supply and must possess recognized technical quali- 
fications. Candidates must also have thorough technical 
knowledge and sound practical experience of high and low 
pressure distribution, and of the general application of gas 
for domestic, industrial and commercial purposes. The 
person appointed must be able to organize and supervise 
Distribution Work, Workshop Practice, and prepare plans 
and estimates. 

The appointment will be subject to the provisions of 
the Local Government Superannuation (Scotland) Act, 
1937, and the successful candidate will be required to 
pass a medical examination. 


tion of the Auditors. 








March, 1945, both days inclusive. 






London, E.C. 2. 
February 16, 1945. 














COMPANY NOTICES 


BRIGHTON, Hove AND WORTHING GAS 


NOTICE OF GENERAL MEETING 


TICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Annual 

General Meeting of the Company will be held on 
Friday, 16th March, 1945, at 1.45 o’clock p.m. precisely, 
at the COMPANY’S OFFICES, No. 5, Great Winchester 
Street, Old Broad Street, London, E.C. 2, to. receive the 
Report of the Directors and the Accounts of the Company 
or the Year ended gtst December, 1944; to declare 
Dividends; to elect two Directors; to elect an Auditor; to 
appoint a Special Auditor, and to determine the remunera- 


The TRANSFER BOOKS of the Company W LL BE 
CLOSED from the 9th March, 1945, until the 22nd 


5, Great Winchester Street, By Order, 
Old Broad Street, G. Murray Burton, 


Secretary. 













Applications, stating Age, Qualifications, Experience, 
Salary required, and present position under the E.W.O. 
and National Service, and accompanied by copies of three 
recen® Testimonials with envelope endorsed ‘“‘Distri- 
bution Engineer,” should be addressed to the undersigned 
at Lanarkshire House, 191, Ingram Street, Glasgow, C. 1, 
and delivered not later than Friday, February 23, 1945. 

Ws. C. Brown iz, 
County Clerk. 


COUNTY BOROUGH OF OLDHAM 


SALES AND FITTINGS ASSISTANT—GAS 
DEPARTMENT 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the appointment 
of a SALES AND FITTINGS ASSISTANT. 
The position is graded £320-£350 per annum, plus 

cost-of-living bonus as determined by the Council (at 

present 23s. per week). The commencing Salary will be 
according to qualifications and experience. 

Candidates should state their position under the 
Essential Works Order, and should indicate how soon | 5! 
they anticipate they could secure their release in the event 
of their appointment. 

Conditions relating to appointments should be obtained 
from the Gas Engineer and General Manager, and appli- 
cations endorsed “Sales and Fittings Assistant,” stating 
Age, Qualifications and particulars of Training, accom- 
panied by vopies of three recent Testimonials, should be 
forwarded to him at the Gas Offices, Greaves Street, 
Oldham, and received not later than first post of Thursday, 
March 1, 1945. 

Canvassing or submitting Testimonials from members 
of the Council, or of any Committee appointed by the 
Council, or any Officials of the Council, will be a dis- 


Council, or any Officials of the Council, will be a dis- 

qualification. 

Town Hall, Tuomas ALKER, 
Oldham. Town Clerk. 

February 12, 1945. 











































RETORT HOUSE AND YARD SHIFT FOREMAN 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the position of 

RETORT HOUSE AND YARD SHIFT FORE- 
MAN (seven 8-hour shifts per week) at a Works in the 
Home Counties selling over 1,000,000,000 cu.ft. of gas 
per annum. Applicants should have a thorough know- 
ledge of Continuous Vertical and Machine-charged 
Horizontal Retorts, Water Gas Manufacture, &c. Wages, 
including War Bonus, £6 15s. per week. State clearly 
the position relating to the Essential Works Order and 
Military Service. 

Apply, stating Age, Experience, and include copies only 
of recent Testimonials, to No. 9405, “Gas JOURNAL,” 
, High Street, Esher, Surrey. 


















(Gas DEPARTMENT) 














Particulars and Specifications may 
one guinea to the City Treasurer, 


bona fide Tender. 




















YORK, HARROGATE AND DISTRICT GROUP 
OF GAS COMPANIES 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the position of 
AREA MANAGER to be responsible for control in 
the York Area of the above Group of Gas Companies, 
under the supervision of the General Manager. 
Applicants, who should be under 45 years of age, must 
have had a good education, and have wide experience in 
the supervision and control of administrative and selling 
staffs. They must be competent to deal with all classes 
of consumers, correspondence and _ sales development 








12, — on Friday, March 16, 1945. 








so at their own cost. 









February 15, 1945. 









February 12, 1945. 












Applications, stating Age, Qualifications, Experience 
—_— --- and particulars of present employment, together with 
FIRST GARDEN CITY LIMITED, . LETCHWORTH copies of three recent Testimonials, should be received by 
GAS UNDERTAKING the undersigned not later than Monday, March 5, 1945. ending March 31, 1946. 
48, James Street, CHARLES BATEMAN, y 
APPOINTMENT OF GAS ENGINEER 


Harrogate. General Manager. 1 EE STORES. 
aS from ty pte qualified ee -—— — DRY GAS METERS, 
not exceeding 42 years of age are invited for the 

above appointment at a Salary approximating to the THE DUDLEY, BRIERLEY HILL AND DISTRICT 
A.M.C. scale (Chief Engineers). Annual make approxi- 
mately 200 million cu.ft. WORKS SUPERINTENDENT required to manage 

Applicants must be Corporate Members of The Insti- with Chief Chemist Gas-making Station with 
tution of Gas Engineers and be fully experienced in the} vertical retorts, conveying machinery, gas, steam and 
manufacture, distribution, and sales of gas and by-products. | electric power, electric generators. He must be a good 
The person appointed will be required to become a member | mechanical engineer with Gas Works experience. Mini- 
of the Company’s Staff Benefit Society (5% deduction | mum commencing salary, including War Bonus, would be 
from salary). not less than £400 per annum. Applications, stating 

Further particulars can be obtained on request, accom- | Age, Experience, theoretical and practical training and 
panied by stamped addressed envelope, to the undersigned. | Salary required, which may be accompanied by Testi- 
Estate Office, J. D. Rrrcnire, monials, must be received by March 7, 11945. 

Letchworth, Herts. Secretary and Manager. Fras. C,. Bricos, A.M.1.C.E., A.M.I.M.E., 
February 14, 1945. Engineer and Managing Director. 


7 are invited for: 











































STEEL TUBES, 






ending March 31, 1946. 







bury 











Dewsbury. 
February 15, 1945. 
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Wear instead Of ~On Our 
Weeks >» IT KILLS PA Guarantee 


CRINTESTI™ | No TRUST *Tondon, No 


‘PHONE NORTH 2160 STAYS an every STRAND. 












FREDK. 


G.I. PIPES AND SPECIALS, 


"GRAMS -“SELEKJOINA,HOLWAY, LONDON ” 








CONTRACTS OPEN 


CITY OF CARLISLE 







PAINTING OF GASHOLDERS 


(a) THE Corporation invite Tenders for the 
PAINTING of two Gasholders at the Gas-works, Carlisle. 


be obtained from 


the Gas Engineer, Carlisle, on payment of a deposit of 


17, Fisher Street, 


Carlisle, which deposit will be returned on receipt of a 


Tenders in plain, sealed envelopes, endorsed ‘Painting 
of Gasholders,” must be delivered to the Town Clerk, 
og not later than 12 noon on Friday, March 16, 


3) The Corporation invite Tenders for the supply 
and delivery of 500 gallons of BATTLESHIP GREY j 
PAINT for the painting of the Gasholders. 

A half-pint sample of the paint offered is to be sent to 
the Gas Engineer, Gas-Works, Carlisle. 
sealed envelopes, endorsed “Paint for Gasholders,’’ must 
be delivered to the Town Clerk, Carlisle, not later than 


Tenders in plain 


he Corporation do not bind themselves to accept the 
me. or any Tender, and persons Tendering must do 


G. WEBSTER, 
Town Clerk. 








qualification. work. 
Town Hall, Tuomas ALKER, Remuneration will be not less than £750 per annum, COUNTY ascent OF DEWSBURY 
Oldham. Town Clerk. plus the companies’ current War Bonus, £75 per annum. (Gas DePparRTMENT) 


The supply and delivery of GAS COAL to the 
Savile —Town Gas-Works, Dewsbury, during the year 


STEAM TUBES AND FITTINGS, 
in such quantities as may be required during the year 


Form of Tender, Schedule and General Conditions, 
and any further information required can. be obtained 
from the Gas Manager, Gas-Works, Savile Town, Dews- 


a (in plain sealed envelope), endorsed “Tender 
for Gas Coal’’ or other specified materials, to be sent to 
me by noon, Saturday, March 10, 1945. 

Town Hall, Ho.ianp Boortn, 


Town Clerk. 
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GREATER ACCESSIBILITY . EASIER ASSEMBLY 
RTON, F 
“om és MORE ROBUST CONSTRUCTION . IMPROVED INDICATOR 


The new fullway valve, which can be used in under- 
pressure work, retains all the distinctive features 
of the older type of Holmes Western Valve, including 
easy access, whilst in use, to the interior components 
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PROTECTION. 


Just as the asbestos suit is man’s reply to the menace Fire, 
so the “A & M” Meter is the most up-to-date answer 
to the bogey Inaccuracy. The pro- 
tection afforded—in the one instance to 
life and property and in the other to 
the integrity of Industry and Business 
—is obvious. It is equally obvious 


that 


AcM METER 


ALDER & MACKAY LTD., NEW GRANGE WORKS, EDINBURGH,1I. 


In these days when the 
need for increased out- 
put is vital, a reliable 
Mechanical Handling 
Plant is absolutely ne- 
cessary. Why not consult 
us 2? We can still supply 
toessential industries, and 
our sixty years’ experi- 
ence will ensure that you 
get the best possible 
plant for your particular 
job. 


scazie= | SPENCER (MELKSHAND LTD. 


MECHANICAL HANDLING ENGINEERS 


MELKSHAM - WILTS - ENG. 





Ss 


De 


SEE SAS 


\ 
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Pump 


EING transparent, PYREX Brand 
Glass Pipe Lines permit the 
inspection of flow, colour, and 

freedom from contamination of the 
liquids they’carry, while crystallization, 
sediment, or lime formation can all 
be readily detected. 


through 


GAS JOURNAL 


PYREX Brand Glass Pipe Lines with- 
stand pressures up to 50 Ibs. per square 
inch, and the low thermal co-efficient 
of expansion (.0000032) permits of 
flushing and sterilization with steam, 
hot water or hot-acid solutions. Advice 
and quotations gladly supplied with- 
out obligation. 


Glass! 
It’s cleaner! safer! 


Supplement 3 


PYREX Brand Glass Pipe 
Lines have been fitted 
in Breweries, Chemical 
Works, Food Factories 
ete., all over the country. 


PYR EX cuss. Ppt PINES 


SRANQ REG. TRACE MARK. 


GAS 


METERS 


INDUSTRIAL ESTABLISHMENTS 


MADE TO 


ANY CAPACITY REQUIRED 


SUTHERLAND METER GO. LID. 


110 GREAT HAMPTON ST. 


BIRMINGHAM 19 
Telephone: CENTRAL 2118 


147-9 ST. JAMES’S RD. 


CROYDON 
Telephone: THORNTON HEATH 1331 
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= sa 
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The paradox of a chaotic peace can be We make Wire, Wire Rope, Hemp 
averted by the close co-operation of both 
producer and consumer. When the time 
comes for the relaxation of war-time con- 
trols Industry will be only too pleased to 
work to full capacity. details can be determined in readiness for 
We submit that the intervening period can the time when it becomes possible to go 
be used to advantage. forward. 


Cordage and Canvas and we gladly place 
NOW at the disposal of users the services 
of experienced technicians so that accurate 


BRITISH ROPES LIMITED 


HEAD OFFICE’ DONCASTER - OFFICES AND WORKS THROUGHOUT GREAT BRITAIN 





Flexible Tubing 


for ALL Purposes 


* 


We manufacture Flexible Tubing 
for all purposes, in sizes from 
is in. diameter to 12 in. diameter 


* 


Compoflex Co. Ltd. 
Gomer Place, Teddington, Middx. 


Works: Teddington, and Diggle, nr. Oldham, Lancs. | 











Designers and Suppliers of SPECIAL 
Mechanical Handling Plant for Con- 
veying, Storing and Reclaiming Bulk 
Material, Spreading Refuse, etc. 


Advice and specifications 
gladly supplied for 
individual specialised 
requirements. 


i4-18 HIGH HOLBORN, 
LONDON, W.C.|1. cuancery 852! 


=") \) GAS ROBOTS 


LESME 
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Mercury-Arc Rectifiers 
for Gas Works 
Electrical power supply 


me ~ 
7 


four-bulb Electric-Construction 
Mercury-Arc Rectifier 


Input: 400 volts, three-phase 50 periods 
Output: 220 volts, 1200 amperes 


The equipment is arranged for six-phase rectifica- 
tion, with four bulbs running in parallel 


the ELECTRIC CONSTRUCTION Co. .-«. 
WOLVERHAMPTON 


H 


THE 
TURBINE FURNACE 
has a reputation for 
FUEL ECONOMY 
- BOILER EFFICIENCY 
and the ability to give 
LARGE STEAM OUTPUT 


with 


ALL CLASSES OF FUEL 


THE 


“ETD | TURBINE FURNACE Co. Ltd. 


238b, Cray’s Inn Road, 


RINCHAM London, W.C. 1. 
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GAS BOOSTERS 
& COMPRESSORS. 


Illustrated above are two Turbo Boosters with capacities of 2,000,000 cubic 
feet of gas per hour each. They are direct-coupled to Steam Turbine:. 


We have supplied numbers of Steam Turbine and Motor Driven 
Exhausters for Coke Oven Plants; Steam Turbine, Motor and 
Gas Engine Driven Gas Boosters and Rotary Compressors for 
Transmission and Distribution Purposes; Portable Compressor 
Units for Breaking up Roadways with Pneumatic Picks for 
Laying Gas Mains, and for Caulking and testing Pipe Lines; 
and Turbo Blowers for Water Gas Plants. If you send us par- 
ticulars of your requirements we will quote you for suitable plant. 


Write to Dept. “J” for illustrated 
pamphlets, giving full particulars 
of our manufactures. 


REAVELL 


& Co., Ltd., 


IPSWICH. 


micheal Telegrams: “*REAVELL, IPSWICH.” 
otary-Gas Compressor. ’ 
120,000 cu.ft. per bolwr Telephone: 2124 & 2125 IPSWICH 
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Denso 


PERMANENTLY PLASTIC PROTECTION 


combined attacks o 
‘Chemical & Electrolytical 


corrosion 


¥ 


Write for Specification and Price List 


WINN & COALES | Oe 


Terminal House, Grosvenor Gardens, London, S.W.1 


T Cl 


Telephone and Telegrams loane 6264 
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“Keith” Centrifugal Fan providing induced draught to boiler fires. 


There is a KEITH BLACKMAN FAN 
for every purpose in the Gas Industry 
for which a fan is essential ..... 


Two ‘Keith Blackman *’ Gas Boosting Fans at a 
large Gas Works. 


Mechanical Draught Fans 
Fans for Gas Boosting 

Fold Air Douche Fans 
Furnace Re-circulating Fans 
Fans for Ventilation 
Portable Man-Cooling Fans 
Fans for Forge Blowing, etc. 


KEITH 
BLACKMAN 


Large belt-driven double-inlet ‘Keith ’’ Fan 
with top casing removed. 


“Keith’’ Fan supplying air to a Cold Air Douche 
Plant at a Gas Works. 


TN. TOTTENHAM 4522 TA “KEITHBLAC PHONE LONDON.” 


KEITH BLACKMAN LTD., MILL MEAD ROAD, 


Printed by Straker Brothers, Ltd., London, E.C.2, for Wacter Kino, Lnarep, 11, Bort Court, Fieet Street, Lonpon, E.C.4.—Wednesday, February 21, 1945. 
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O-MORROW .. . Air-power has advanced the 
designs and capabilities of aeroplanes to such an 
extent that it is safe to say that the future will 


open up fantastic realms in the skies above us. 


Travel as fast as sound—Distance no longer a 
barrier to time—aeroplanes capable of lifting great 
tonnage, a passenger shuttle-service for all nations 
around the universe—Exploration into unknown 


stratospheres—Miniature Aero-cars for 


domestic 
use—a thousand possibilities to consider. 


Gas in the van of scientific research will support 


the many new forms of production required for our 
‘sky’ plans, and W. & B. Cowan envisage the day 
when their products may be helping the power of the 
Air to bring “‘ Peace on earth and goodwill to all men.” 


Visit the KITCHEN PLANNING EXHIBITION 
DORLAND HALL, 6th February 
LONDON, S.W.1 to 3rd March 


NAN 


- eo — 
INCORPORATED IN PARKINSON & COWAN AS METERS) LTD. 


FITZALAN ST. WORKS, KENNINGTON RD., LONDON 
Branches at 


MANCHESTER - NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE - GLASGOW 


Manufacturers of all types of quality appliances for 
the measurement and pressure control of Coal Gas. 


C.M.C.5 
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CONVEYORS, 
ELEVATORS, 
BUNKERS, ROOFS, 
HOISTS, Etc. 


COAL AND COKE 
SCREENING & SIZING 
PLANTS. 


RETORT SETTINGS 
PRODUCERS, FURNACES 
REPAIRS. 


Poetics PUMPS FOR GAS WORKS [7 


The Pulsometer Engineering Co. have for many years supplied 

pumps of many types to meet the varied duties required in 

modern Gas Works. These include a wide range of standard centrifugal 
designs for general water supply and cooling water services for clean water, and 
specialized pumps constructed in the metal most suitable for pumping the various 
special liquors met with in the recovery of by-products. 
The Pulsometer “ P” type Rotary Pump illustrated is a positive, self-priming, simple, radial 
cylinder pump having high pressure and high vacuum. It has no complicated parts and is 
ideal for all tar and oil services. 


PULSOMETER ENGINEERING CO. LTD., 
LONDON & READING 


[List No. 2484 | [Oulsometer Engineering CL’, 


Mine Elms lronworks, Reading. 


RETORTS RETORTS 


SILICEOUS, FIRECLAY TO 
WHOLE PIECE & GAS ENGINEERS’ 
SEGMENTAL SPECIFICATION 


WILLIAMSON 


CLIFF LIMITED, 
STAMFORD 


FIREBRICKS «ar 


(35% /38% ALUMINA) INSU LAl sag 
FIREBRICKS 
FIRECLAY BLOCKS 


(42°/ ALUMINA) (REFRACTORINESS 
for SEVERE CONDITIONS SQUATTING TEST 1610% 
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